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READINGS IN “MODERN PAINTERS,”

CUHOSEN AT HER PLEASURE,
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THE YOUNGER LADY OF TIIE THWAITE,
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Apargit agrestes tibi silva frondes.™
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PREFACE.

—_—

I mAYE been ofien asked to republish toe first hook of
mine which the public noticed, and which, hitherto, re-
maing their favourite, in & more easily attainable form
than that of its existing editions. I am, however, re-
polved uwever to republish the book as a whole: some
rarts of it being, by the established fame of Turmer,
rendered unnecessary; and others having been always
useless, in their praise of excellenee which the publie
will never give the labour pecessary to discern. But,
fnding lately that one of my dearest friends, who, in ad-
vanced age, retaing the cheerfulness and easily delighted
temper of bright youth, had written out, for her own
pleasure, a Jarge number of passages from * Modern Paint-
ers," it sremed to me certain that what such a person felt
to be useful to herself, sould not but be uwseful also to a
‘class of readers whom I much desired to please, and who
would sometimes enjoy, in my early wtitings, what T
never shonld myself have offered thom, I asked my
friend therefore, to add to her own already chosen series,
eny other paseages she thought likely to be of permanent
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interest to gensral readers; and 1 have printed her selec
tiems in absolute submission to her judgment, merely
arrsnging the pleces she sent me in the order Which
seemed most eon venient for the reciproeal benring of their
fragmentary meanings, and adding here and there an ex.
planatory note; or, it may be, a deprecatory one, in cases
where my mind had changed, That she did me the grace
to write every word with her own hand, adds, in my
eyes, and will, I trust, in the readers’ also, to the possible
claims of the littie book on their sympathy: and although
I hope to publish some of the scientific and technical por-
tions of the original velumes in my own large editions,
the selections here made by my friend under her guist
woods at Coniston—the Unter-Walden of England—will,
I doubt mot, bring within better reach of many readers,
for whom I am not now able myself to judge or choose,
suech service as the book was ever capable of rendering,
in the illustration of the powers of nature, snd interces-
pion for her now too often despised and broken peace
Herve Hiny, 5th Docorber, 1874,
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SECTION I.

PRINCIPLE2 OF ART.

1. PErrECT taste is the faculty of receiving the great-
est possible pleasure from those material sources which
are attractive to our moral nature in ite purity and per-
fection; but why we receive pleasure from some forms
and colours and not from othere, is po more to be asked
or answered than why we like sugar and dislike worm-
wood,

2, The temper by which right taste is formed is char.
soteristically patent. It dwells upon what is submitted
to it. It does mot trample upon it,—lest it should be
pearls, even though it looks like husks, It is good
ground, penetrable, retentive; it does not send up thorns
of unkind thoughts, to choke the weak seed; it is bungry

*and thirsty too, and drinks all the dew that falls on it,
It is an honest and good heart, thar shows no too ready
springing before the sun be up, but fails not afterwards;
it is distrustful of itself, so as to be ready to believe and

(7)
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to try all things, and yet so trustful of itsclf, that it will
neither quit what it has tried; nor take anything without
trying. And the pleasure which it has in things that it
finds frue and goad, 18 so great, that it cannot possibly be
led aside by any tricks of fashion, or diseases of vamity;
it cannot be eramped in its conclusions by partislities and
hypocrisies; its visions and its delights are too penetrat-
ing,—too living,—for any white-washed object or shallow
fountain long to endure or supply. It clasps all that it
loves so hard that it erushes it if it be hellow

8. It is the commwon consent of men that whatever
branch of any pursuit ministers to the bodily comforts,
and regards materiol uses, is ignoble, and whatever part
iz addressed to the mind only, is noble; and that geology
does better in reclothing dry benes and revealing lost crea-
tions, than in fracing veins of lead and beds of iron; as-
tronomy better in opening 1o us the houses of heaven,
than in feaching navigation ; botany better in displaying
Atructure than in expressing juices; surgery better in in-
vestigating organization than in setting limbs—Only it is
ordained that, for our ereouragement, every step we make
in the more exalted range of science adds something also
to its practical applicabilities; that all the great pleno-
mena of nature, the knowledge of which s desired by the
angels only, by us partly, a3 it reveals to farther vision
the being and the glory of Him ia whom they rejoicé and
we live, dispense yet such kind influences and eo much of
material blessing as to be joyfully felt by all inferice




