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ARISTOCRACY.

CHATTER I,

It is half-past tem on & doll November moming
at Ashwynwick® Park, the scat of the Marguis of
Oaktorrington, b in Herlfordshire.d

Ashwynwick 15 one of the show-places of the coun-
ty—if, indeed, not of England—and shares fairly the
local position of homor with Hatficld. The estsee,
some tweniy-odd thouwsand acres 1n extent, has been
in Lord Oaktormngton’s family since the Conguest
An ancestar, the first of the English line, one Brian
de Vesci, came over wilh William of Normandy, and
thereafter faithiully attendmg him *1n his wars "™ as
the family chronicle put forth by Burke, that obliging
scrvant of the British anistocracy, hath it, was granted
the property by his royal maater “in recognition of
his services.”

There are some ill-natured rumors current that these
services consisted of those of wvalet and body-servant
to the conqueror, combined on occasion with the
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duties of cook. It was all, however, so long ago that
the family has had time to considerably improve its
condition, The house was built in the time of Queen
Elizabeth, durning whose reign the head of the famly
became a court favorite, and in due time was created
a baron by the Virgin Queen. Its massive gray, moss-
grown walls apd 1vy-covered pobles of ancient days
are relieved by the plate-glass windows and gas-lamps
of modern times. It 15 a combination of past and
present Both in it extcrior and interior. Tt has &
pictore-gallery, from whose walls zcores of pointed-
bearded and villainous-countenanced men, and pink-
checked, immodestly dtalietd women, lock down opon
you ; a bangueting-hall whose carved-oak wainscot is
lined with the annor of every knightly De Vescr who
foupht uwnder his sovereign’s hanner from Cressy to
Agincourt 5 and a haunted room, in which the ghost
of the Sir Roderick de, Vesed who was beheaded by
Charles II on Tower I1ill for treason, is wont to hold
high jinks s the fit scizes him—just 43 it bas a billiard
room, a santlary system of deainage, and a gasometer,
‘Fhe gardens, conservatories, and groenhonscs cover
ten acres of ground, and the pleasure-grounds twice
as much more. The cstablishment is one of the grand-
est in the kinpdom. There are between thirty and
forty servants, irrespective of gardeners and game-
keepers who, together, pumber as many more.  In the
stables and coach-houses which form a quadrangle
round & paved yard, and resemble in their exterior &
pretentious human residence more than an equine
abode, are upward of thirty horses and a dozen car-
rizgen.  And Ashwynwick is not Lord Ozktorrington’s
only residence. He has, besides, two other country-
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houses 1 Campsottin * Court in Bedfordshire; and
Tewtorlock ¢ Towers in Devonshire; as well as a
town-house in Eaton Squsre. He 15 the fourteenth
baron {creation of Ehzabeth, 1565), eighth viscount
and earl {creation of Charles [, 1642), and fRith mar-
guis (creation of William IIL 172z) of hiz line, and
trom rent-roll, cozl-mines, pensions, and invested
moncy in the fonds, i3 in veceipt of Lhe repuled in-
come of gng hundred and tweniy thowsand pounds
pet annum. 5o far as exalted rank, long line of an-
cestry, and the possession of large estates and this
world’s goods arc comcerned, he is a8 fair 2 sample of
the five hundred and thicty-odd gentlemen who com-
pose the peerage of Great Dntzin as one conld pick
out.

Breakfast has been over about o guarter of an hour,
and the Marchioncss of Oaktorrington is scated at her
wrifing-table in her boudelr, reading again the lettars
she had but hastily glanced over at the brealkfast-table,
There 1z an air of solid comfort about the apartment,
eather than gilded Jdecoration and display. The walls
and ceiling are not frescoed, and the furniture s plaim,
unvarnizhed oak like that of the rest of the house, and
has—with the ntle, jewels, plate, pictures, and wine ina
the cellars—been in the family a very long Gme, A
bright fire burns in the grate, and sheds a look as well
as a sense of warmth over the room, Without, a chill
November fog hangs about and clings to the leafless
trecs and sodden turf, and dims the window-panes
into the resemblance of ground glass, The Marchioness
has taken one letter from an envelope with a foreign
stamp and postmark, and holds it long before her with
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