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PREFACE.

To the reader I wonld say & few words in subjecting
these discourses to his judgment. They were not
written for the profonndly wise and scientifie, bot for
& country congregation, amonget whom it has been
the anthor’s blessed privilege to minister for the
larger portion of his life, until at lesst two genera-
tions have grown up under his teaching in Church
and in Bchool. He Imows, therefore, their powers
and the familiar subjects which interest them, and
hes endesvoured in these discourses to tmrn the
thonghte and obeervations of every day life to their
profit. In thought is our strength, If * dimidinm
facti, qui bene ccepit habet™ i true, it is far more troe
that if we only lead any one to think, we have
done half oar work, and if to think soundly, the
victory i8 won. May Gop lead those who read this
little effort to fulfil this duty. Controvert it if they
will, but think and think scberly, and Gop’s blessing
ia with them. The thooghts snd sarguments are
the same as those made ase of maueneaufmlpt.un
readings for familics and schools.



SERMONS.
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2 T, il 16.
U Seriptars is given by inspiration of God.™

We may look on #iis a8 & noble preface to the Bible.
It tells us whenos it comes, and whoee word it is.
‘Were we to pursue the question farther it would tell
n8, in the following words, why and for what par-
poses it waa given. But it is not my intention at
the present moment to lead you into this. I want
you to go with me in inveatigating what these words
mesn; Dot in the spirit of controversy, which I
dread, for it only separates that which onght to be
united, but that we may go away from this house of
Gop wiker and better for comsidering His waye and
dealings with men. Let me suppose that s thought-
fnl and well-instructed mind for the first time found
6 Bible or had it put into his hands, and was told
that it was the Book of Gob, of that great and
glorious Bpirit who orested, and who rmles the
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Universe, One's first fear, surely, would be that he
wounld bow dewn and worehip it, mistaking the crea-
ture for the Creator. Well, it would be natural ;
but why has it not this effect on ns? Let s ask
onrselves ; firgt, becanse, if it be possible, let me
guard myself and you, we are too familiar with its
vontents ; end, secondly, by s curious contradiction,
becanse we know too little of it to express surprise.
It we did know what it is, or thought sbont it, we
ghould receive it snd handle it reverently, we should
guppress all flippancies in reading, and if we found
any dificalty in nnderstanding it, we shounld recolleet
that it is compelled to spesk of things heavenly and
gpiritnal in bnmsn lsngnsge, to weak and fallible
intellects, and that it is the poverty of our language
and the weakness of cur powers of understanding
which camse sll the difficulty. The cffort to bring
home truthe to our hearts by familisr imnges 18 in
fact a most remarksble proof of Gop's merey and
lovingkindness. Gop humbles His truth to bring it
within the range of our faith. This is beantifully
shown in the parables of our Lord, where troths,
otherwise hard and stern, sre so simply brought
home to me. But what ig the result ? Why, that
we sometimes make this very condescension of Gop
a stnmblingblock, Let ne admit only the great



7

trath pre-supposed thronghount the Bible, that it is
Gop who epeaks to us, and we shall not waste
our time, nor weaken our faith by mice questions
beyond onr comprehension, and inconsistent with
Gon's gnethod of communicating truth. We shall
embrace it, both in word and in epirit aa a kindly
measage sent in mercy to enlighten ne on sobjecta
which would be otherwise mysteries. These worde
of the Apostle are solemn introdnetions to the temple
we are about to enter in search of truth, We hear
the golemn and swelling notes of the organ as we
enter, and consider well into whose presence we are
going. We may, perhape, forther consider what it
ia we are likely to hear; surely, not common things,
not that which onr own inqairy or our own know-
Isdge conld teach us. This surely wounld be a wasto
of Divine power, and there is no waste in heavenly
things. Even the fragments were gathered that
nothing shounld be lost. The Bible tells us, then, of
things which we conld not otherwise know. It tells
us of the Creation, and of the origin of all things:
not as historical facts, for they are befors and beyond
all history, but that we may trace all things back to
Gob. We read them as matters of faith, but all our
kmowledge and cbeervation confirm them. Thos are
we donbly instructed, that everything in our erdi-
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nary life, onr ecience and our observation, may be
profitable to me. " Philosophy and vain deceit,”
and sgain, “the oppositions of acience falsely so
called," yon will recollect, we are warned against by
the Apostle Panl. It i3 not sgainst Beiepee he
speaks, which is and ought to be the handmaid of
Religion ; for all knowledge, rightly so called, has the
same source, but against * the oppositions of science
falsely eo called,” that he warme ms. We must
obeerve this digtinetion, or we shall let ignerance
trinmph over knowledge, and refuse the light which,
ghining in the dark places of the heart, leads ue to
nnderstand snd appreciate the ways snd wisdom of
Gop. Thue is it, that inspiration gnides ns when we
have no other gnide. When in Gen. i, the Word of
Gop opene with that prand declaration, “In the
beginning Gon created the heavens and the earth,
and the earth was without form and wvoid, snd
darkness was opon the face of the deep.” What a
beginning wus that! How profound, how fathomless!
What ideas, were it not for Revelation, wounld the
great attribute, by which the great Being, the
Creator is expressed—@Gon-~what would it convey to
me? Again, “the heavens and the earth” How
could we bring what this expresses within the com-
prehension of the facnlties of man; or what would



