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PREFACE.

HE first edition of these Lectures was printed from
the shorthand report of Mr. I. Aldous Mays, and
published with my consent. At his request I read and
corrected the proof-sheets ; but being much occupied at
the time with other necessary work, and not in perfect
health, many imperfections and mistakes, and a few
positive errors, escaped my notice. In this edition
the whole has been thoroughly revised, corrected, and
in parts almost rewritten, and a good deal of fresh
matter has been added, including a map, reduced for
England from my own geological map, and for Scot-
land from the map by Sir Roderick Murchison and
Mr. Geikie.

My object in delivering the original course, and in
publishing this edition, has been to show how simple
the geological strocture of Great Britain is in its
larger features, and how essily that structure may be
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explained to, and understood by, persons who are not
practised geologists. Any one with a very moderate
exertion of thought may thus realise the geclogical
meaning of the physical geography of our country,
snd, almost without effort, add a new plessure to those
possessed before as he travels to and fro. The colours
on geological maps will then no longer appear mys-
terious, but become easy to comprehend when assoriated
with the geography of our island; and the little book
may thus gerve a8 a kind of condensed explanation of
geological mape of Great Britain, and perhaps smooth
the way for those who are just entering on the subject
and feel alarm at its seeming difficulties.

AxppEw C. Ramsar.

Eavsmoron : January 1864,
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