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PREFACE.
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SoME may think it strange that an old
Publisher should undertake to writa a
book, albeit a little one: there was how-
ever no euch wnderfeking, but 1 was
rather an overtaking : it was intended fo
publish Mr. Lowe’s valuable article on
Copyright, with a few prefatory remarks
apd a note or two, but during the con |
coction of said proemials, the writer was
overtaken by the importance of the sub-
ject, which compelled him, tnertid nolents,
to convert a preface into mine chapters.

Mr. Lowe's article contains the history
of Copyright, down to the year 1819, and
its condition at that time. [Its subsequent
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¥i TREFACE.

history, alterations, and present condition,
may be learned from the “ Remarks"

In publishing this little volume, the wri-
ter's object is to draw the attention of
authors, publishers, and readers, to a sub-
ject that is important to them all; and to
furnish as much information on it as his
limited means have enabled him to col-
lﬂ-L -

A friend has just handed to him a slip
of paper containing the following informa-
tion, from the best auothority, which is
inserted here because it came too late for
the text:—+* The copyright of publications
“in Depmark is perpetual. The reprint-
“ing of foreign works is gemerally per-
v mitted, with the exception of those of
“foreign countries protected by treaty
# stipulations, to which Denmark more
“ particularly has acceded with the Ger-
“man states.”

The subject of literary property is un-
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der investigation at present in England,
France, Germany and Prussia, and their
inquiries will no doubt elicit much light:
it is therefore to be hoped, that Congress
will do no more at this session than ap-
point committees of inquiry, to report at a
future time, when enough of information
has been obtained to form a solid basis for
sound legislation.

It is n. very plensant thing for a writer,
after the body of his task is finished, to

gossip a little in his preface, with his rea- '

ders, (if there be any such predestinate
unfortunates,) and that cacoethes is at
present rife, bat luckily for the saving of
paper and patience, the dewil has just
come into the study, and holds forth his
inky paw for copy, and therefore, * voict
“ le commenecement de la fin ;" first advis-
ing you, amiable reader, that the compo-
gitor, (perhaps & young radical,) has set
up the word lberty in place of the word
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library, in the seventh line from the bot-
tom of note on page 104, thereby knock-
ing the sense out of the sentence.

Philed. 17th March, 1838,



