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NOTICE.

e ———

Tue following pages were suggested by a brilliant
University Extension Lecture on Bacon depreciating
Aristotelian Logie, pointing to the works of Spencer and
Lotze as the rival philosophies of the present day; and by
questions eonserquently addressed to the writer by young
friends.

This is not a history of philoseply, still less an original
treatise. The intention iz to indicate some of the
questions now attracting interest, and cspecially to show
the assnmptions taken for granted by typical writers, who
in suceessive periods have endeavoared to find answers to
the questions : “ What can we know 77 aml “ What ought
intodo?”

It will Le my endeavour in every case in which T have
ventured to express an opinlon on an important poiné
to confess my indebtedness to writers of acknowledged
authority.

I must gratefully acknowledge the assistance I have
had from friends; specially from a young relative, a
granddaughter of Dean Mook, not only in preparing
the manuscripts for the printer and revising proofs, but
in making the whole more intelligible for the young
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readers to whom I appeal, T am also indebted to the
Rev. W. David, a diseciple of Coleridge (having had long
experience as a t.aachér}, for enconragement and valuable
sugoestiona,

Dr, Merz, o pupil of Lotze, author of the book on
Leibniz in Dlackwood’s sevies, has helped me in the
endeavonr to explain the position of Lotze with reference
to philosophy and theology.

As to the general bearing of philosophical guestions,
ancient and modern, I am eapecially indebted to Maurice's
*Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy,” and to DBowen's
* Modern Philosophy,”*

I regred thal, with failing bealth, and at wy advanced
ace, I have heen unable to ewtor more thorounghly
into some of the subjects now occopying the minds of
thoughiful persons. But I hops that T may have leen
able to assist young students in amving ot o clear
conceplion of those gquestions and their bearing om faith,
and by indieating books of moderate size written by
anthors of high reputation.

A list of books relating to the dilferent periods of
thought, of small cost, will be found ot the end of this
volume.

* *Modern Philosophy, from Descartes fo Schopenbaver amd

Hartmann,' by the late Francis Towen, Professor of Harvard Colloge,
U.B.; published in London, by Bampson Low and Co.
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INTRODUCTION,

GENERAL QUERTIONS,

I¥ offering sugeestions for the study of principles on the
foundations of Knowledge, Duty, and Faith, T am inviting
students to enter on what is mow ealled Philosophy ;
though 1 hardly like to use that word for anything I
can say. It is needful, however, to enquire into the
meaning of the word FPhilosophy, which may be said to
date from Socrates, and 13 how in eoinmon use.

In the last century it was usual to speak of what is
now called physical ascience a: natural  philosophy.
Science iu these days was limited to mathematics and
other hranches of knowledge, which were supposad to
admit of lorical demonstration,

In Scotland, the phrase “philosophy of the human
mind " was adopted by the common-sense school—Reid,
Stewart, and Drown—Lo take the place of metaphysies,
This phrase is now superseded by the term psyehology.

Various systerns of philosophy in Germany may he
described, or denoted rather than defined, by the epithets,
rational, sceptical, critical, transcendental, Kant's eritical
philosophy was fallowed by what are called philosophies
of the absolute. More recently, reaction against Germany
has given rise to the positive philosophy, Now the syn-
thetical philosophy of Mr. Spencer claimas the definition
of * perfectly unifled knowledge,”

Perhaps the simplest account of philosophy is that it
aims at discovering the general prine ples which regulate
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