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INTRODUCTION.

Tue following pages present 4 detailed record of the Memorial
Services, held at Brooklyn, N.Y., 11 honor of the One Hundredth
Anniversary of the birthday of William Elery Channing.  The
plan of such a celebration was brought to the attention of the
Trustees of the Church of the Saviour, in that city, as early in the
year as Sunday, Januaty 11, The matter was more fully consid-
ered at a meeting of the Hoard, held at the house of the P'resident,
Isaac H. Frothinghan, Fsy., on the evening of February 3, affer
it had been found that a sufficient number of alile speakers would
be ready to participate in the proceedings of the occasion to insure
SUCCESS.

The enterprise was regarded with earnest faver, and 4 Commit-
tee of Arrangemenis was appointed to take it in hand, and carry
it forward to completion. This Cotnmniltee was subsequently en-
larged by additions from the other Unitarian churches in the city,
ag appears in the list appended to the circolar of invitation. The
action of the Trustees was heartily approved hy the congregation
of the Church of the Savinur, at 2 meeting which took place jm-
mediately after the morning sevvice, Sunday, February 8. [In the
forenoon of the following day, the ladies of the Society ussem-
bled, and entered into arrangements for the social festival, and for
the decoration of the Church and Chapel. The plans of the Com-
mittee having been largely matured, the following circular was
sent o Unitarian societies far and pear; and anocther, slightly
changed in form, was mailed to a large number of persons of ali
seets and communions in and out of the city :—

. Broowrys, N.Y., March rz, réfo.
Diear BIR:
Wednesday, the 7th of April next, being the one handredth anniversary of
the birthday of
WILLIAM ELLERY CIIANNING,
itis proposed here, in this city, as in many other places, to mark the occasion
with suitable public services in honor of the memory of that [Nustricus man.
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An opening service will be held in the Charch of the Saviowr, comer of
Pierrepont Street and Monroe FPlace, Brooklyn Heights, Tuesday evening,
April 6 at 7.45 o'clock, Rev, A, P. Peabody, D, of Cambridge, Mass,
preaching the sermon.

The next day there will be, in the same place, at 1o AM., 2 commemarative
meeting, to he addressed By ministers and laymen of the {mmediate vicinity,
and of other cities and States, wha are of widely different theological views
and ecclestastical velations, but who yet all deeply venerate the name of Chan-
ning. Soume of the surviving peraonal friends o acquaintances of the revered
preacher and philanthropist will e prezent and witl speal, and letters will he
read from others who may not e able to attend.

At 2 o'cdock F.M., a luneh will be served to Lhe ruests at a social festival
to be hell under (he directlon of the ladies of the Society, i the Chapel and
Pascment Hall of the Churche

In the evening of the same day, Wednesday, the 7th, at 7.45 o'dlock, there
will be o public meeting at tho Acadomy of Moaic, Montague Streel, at which
M. A A Tow will preside, and addresses will be made by Rev. Kuofna Ellis,
1)1}, paatar of the First Church, Boston; ™r, (Gearge W. Curtis, Rev. E. H.
Chapin, D.TY, Bev. Roberd Collyer, and uthers, There will be choir and con-
gregational singiny

Amapg those who have zlecady exproased theie fnbention te join in thin cel-
chration may be named, in addition to those who are mentioned above, Rev.
Dia. F. A. Farley, Rofus P, Stebbins, and Samnc] Osgomd ;. Bev. Messma, F. W
Ilolland, K. E. Shippen, A- Th Mayo, H. R. Nye, 8. K. Calihrop, Henry W,
Foote, Joseph May, [ W. Chadwick, & 1L Camp, ). L. Seward, and other
well-known clerggymen, :

¥an and voor fricnda are cordiatly invited to e present at these meetings.
Pastors and delegates coming feom the oulof lown churclies to which this cinou.
lar is sent, and wishing or purposing to remain in the city during the celelira-
tion, will confer a favor by reporiing themselves at the Toesday evening or
Wednesday maming meeting, to any of the members of (he sybjsined commit-
tees from various societies in Brooklyn, that the hospitalities of the occasion
may Le duly extended 10 them. We alse request any such parties, so far as it
may be convenient to them, to fuewarl to ws beforehand the names of those of
ihegir number who are likely to be with us.

Sincerely yours,
ALTRED I. PUTHAM,
Farfor af tha Clwrck of fhe Snviowr.

Reeption Committer— Isaac H. Frothingham, Joseph R. Flossom, and
James Littlejohn, of the Boavd of Trostecs of the Church, with others, ladies
and gentlemen, whose names il Be announeed herealier.

Committee of Areungaments— A, F. Putnam, Cladrman; Alfred T, White,
Isaac H. Cary, Jr., Sylvester Swain, Justah B. Blossom, E. A. Doty, W. I
Cromwell, E. M. Whiting, J. H. Heberr, John W. Wood, Ethelbert M. Low,
D. B. Halstead, William Potts, W. €, Garduer, Alfred I'. Dix, Hersey Brown,
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T. F. Taylor, Robert Foster, Joseph Lyman, B. T. Frothingham, E. M. Wheeler,
W. A. Butler, Richard Arnold, T. C. Wallace, Gustavus Coomba.

Several sub-committees were [ormed out of the general Com-
mittee of Arrangements, Messrs, Nelson G. Carman, Jr, Chaun-
cey E. Low, and others acting with them, to have special charge
of the matters of Music, Finance, Printing, Advertising, and va-
ricus things pertaining to the meeting at the Academy.

The idea or purpose which had early manifested itself, of
making the celebration latge and inclusive in its spirit and scope,
was soon still more fully revealed ; and people and churches of the
neiphhorhood and the public al large, without regard to creed or
name, were cordially asked to join in the celebration, Ministers
and laymen, of evangelical and liberal denominations indiscrimi-
nately, were invited to speak at the meetings.  The response fram
all sides was most gratifying. It was found thal, however widely
men were separated from T Channing in the direction of con-
servatisii or radiealism, yet all recognized some wital point of
agreement or sympathy with bim. o bring out this latent and
universal feeling and let it find fu}l expression was the strong
desire of the Commictee.

They were glad (o find that their policy was universally approved.
‘T'he meetings, however varied their utterances, were wonderfully
harmonious in spirt. Bach speaker expressed freely and fear-
lessly his honest thought, yet there was nothing said to give pain
or disturh the good fecling of the occasion from beginning to end.
Every voice waked responsive echaes, and the interest and entho-
siasm of the crowds that were in atlendance increased till the
close of the last meeting, “The memorial meeting of Wednesday
morning not only witnessed the presence of many who had per-
sonally known Dr. Channing or heard him preach, sume of them
having listened to the first sermons which he preached in New
York ; but it was also particularly rich in letlers and speeches of
reminiscences of the great and good man whom all had met to
honor.

A pathetic intercst atrtaches to the letter from Dr. Osgeod,
which may be feund in the Appendix. The Chairman knowing his
earnest desire and purpose to join in the celebration, called for



