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PREFACE.
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Ix submitiing to the pablie the Besond sugmented Bdition of the
Maxras, the suthor deems it peecssary lo offer some introdoctory
remarks, 3o 4% o arrive at & proper underslanding of his motives in
publishing the present enpretentions volume.

Beaides the original edition of this work (which only comprized
gome 3,200 Maxims—embodied, however, in the present iseuc), I have
published two BMusical Works, viz,, **Melodies of Erin" (twelve
gongs), and sleo s Song with pianoforte ascompaniments. Par-
ticulars of these—as also my other preductione—may be consolted
in the APPENDIY,

For the above-mentioned works I have been favoured by letfers of
approval—accepling the books and placing them permanantly in
their libraries—from seversl of the leading Univermitiea of Burope
and Amerien, amonget which may be menticnad the world-famed
Military College of West Paint, Oxford, Cambridge {report), Dablin,
Louvain, Bonn, Jena, Heidelberg, Gottingen, Californin, Sydney, ete.

For the " Melodies,” and in some cases the Maxims (first edition),
the Manieipalitiea of Paris, Sevills, New Yorl, Phil Elphia. Man-
chapter, and othera; the National TLibeary of Madod, Tiritieh
Mugeum, Connecticnt State Legislatnre, Parliaments of Victoria and
South Australin, Univeraity Libraries of Ghent, TUtrecht, Lund,
Upsala, and other promioent public bodies,

Copice of these letters (selecied [rom a coneiderabls numbar
reeelved] will be found in the Addends of Public Correspondence st
the end of the volome, They embrace letfers in Spanish, French,
Ilalian, German, Dutch, Swedish, and Latin, They have not been
tranalated, buf are prepented in the original Isnguagea.

I have composed, probably, more Ontamsan Armes, and other
varietiea in the way of muaic. than any other musical writer in the
world—exoeading in nomber twenty thonsand (20,000). TFor & list of
the different varieties vide Arrexorx

In my theory of an * Universal Melodic Composing (Themal)
Fronlty"—which will be cursorily glaneed st in ancther portion of
this work—{from investigations [ have made, supported, too, by some
undoubted proofs—I have come to the astoonding econclasion that
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iv, PREPACE,

all human beiogs, without exeeption, possesz the perms of &
ereative origioal melodia composing faculty ; T have even formulated
poma theoriea on the sobject, and read a lecture unfolding my
diseoveries.

I em prepared to sdmis, however, that in the majority of instrnces
the facalty may be dormant or latent : simply for the want of being
pxarcized—a philosophy certainly very flattering o haman natore,

Perhaps I may be affiorded an opportunity of reprodosing my
lecturs gpan thiz interesting nri-aubjeet with praetical examples.

To retorn more partienlarly te the sabjeet metter of the present
volame,

BMlaxiue exert no small infloence upon oor Lives gnd fngnlties, Thsi
are inward monitors directing the matives and aptions o be pursoe
in every imaginable oeodertaking, not only of individosls, but of
nations.

Unvoieed Mexims have raled, and must ever continge to rale, the
destinies of all mationa. Thelr infeenca Iasls through all lime.
Philosophy (firat aequired, probably, by the knowledge of homan
arrors), like Natura, is aver renewing her strength, It is the commaon

ngeeseion of all—eommon &g the blood that supperte the sir we

gthe—universal a2 are ogr percepiione and facoltiss; and, if we
but reazoned justly, we would discover st the close of our investign-
tions that all men are originally ereated on & dead-level of intellect.

There are degrees of caose snd effect, One prodoees many, but
each man can contribute infinitely,

If thare are grave mysteries in oatore not bo be anfolded—yek, why
repine, my friends 7 hat we are already postessed of —if we but
gxerdiee the faonlty—may be termed an inflnite possession,

Some of the {ollowing Mazimeor reflections nre ezgentially specula-
tive ; and, consequently, have not arrived at the dignity of settled
opiniond.

Lt thie fact be distinetly onderstood in the examen, or discossion
of the propoeitions.

I do net hold myself responeible for the misapplication of any of

theories, If some of the Maxime bhove o political bearing, nodliing

of a revolotionary tendency i5 attempied to be propoonded ; more-

over, the anthor being a Homan Catholic, every proposition is

necessarily advanced in sccordance with, and subject to, the great
principles of Oathobicizy.

Home of the ideas and positions here sitempled to be edvanced
contain—if we look ander the surface with & jusl and liberal inter-
pratation—the germs, T think, of pew philosophio principles, for
under every idea lies s philosophy, leading, each in turm, {o an
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infinitude of systems. Yet, should they be considered merely in
the light of speculative enquiry, may not be aliogether devoid of
fruit. Whatever shows the force of wmnnchanging Truth and
philesophic conviction in & new or unusoal light is not wholly lost,
or withont eignifitance, aa contriboting to the peneral progeess of
thooght, no less than of materisl advancement.

Ideality sorrewnds us as by a eircle or halo; mentality ie infinite
in produetive facolty ; yet, in all probability, the preatest will
mever {7) be nn&nﬂ.hs?:

Tn approsching these subjects of analytical thought and discussion,
hewever, it iz ipepmbent wpon ug, in our enguiries, to be humble in
spirit—otherwise we sttain not to the practice of wisdom—{that
divine and co-eternal principle, the greateat gift from Gon {0 man
with & doa regard, aleo, and submission to thote: Alutol sporisi—
thoae * difficolties of hard selotion ! invelved in the discnesion,

We can sesemble upon this commoen groond of homan feeully by
contributing to the great republican store of troe litermture, which
16 Wisdom—the endleas lepacy, the eternal possesegion of all mankind
E_“i?"m“ with Frith itself—the perent of all our thoughte and
aculiies,

I speak not in the interests of & elique or elaps, nor even of any
distinet naticonality, but for man in the aggregate—from the broad
philanthropic stendpeint of human cherity.

Perhaps it may be urged—es sn objection—that I dogmatize too
frequently.

But when I stete that T adopt that methed of inonleating the ideas
—here humbly submitted to the judgment of the sandid and judicious
enguirer after truth—it is solely for the porpose of condensing the
matier.

Buch & eouree of treatment, it will be seen, wag inzeparable from &
discossion of the many subjects under examination.

I apeak met as one possessing nothorily in any way.

It behoves us, a5 T have remarked in these enquiries—i.e., in
speculations invelving mysteries and indaterminate popitions—ever to
be homble in apirit, for troe humility is the dnoghter of wisdom,

WWe muost be abjeet to be wise,

The ideas or theories here submitted for your considersiion nre

vsenied in aphoristic form eimply to condense tha matter, not
o & dogmatie epirit of imgoiry (which T utterly digelaim), They are
advanesd in maxim form, but nod decided: submitted fo the
judgment of my readers—of &ll nationalitics—totelly removed from
eny show of “authority" on the part of the suthor.
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& glanes at a few of the leading Axioms of my New Esthelie and
Literary Theories (dealt with move ot large in the body of the work)
may not be here ont of placs,

The principel Axicma may be briefly enumerated as follow (=

BEYHOPSIS.

1.—That there are no actunl termini to the operations of the
homan intellect (mesthetienl, philosophic, or in the domain of the
eomposing faouliy), when onos fairly aroused in ihe buman mind or
ealled into existence,

2,—That whatever tha mind ({mind.senl, or Nows) produces can be
added to, the human mind being more capable of producing then of
receiving.

&=That the ider wa ascribe to ' Gening™ is an exercized facolty,
and, in the depariment of music (melodie combination), eommon to

nll.

4.—Thet we are all originally born with equal creative faculties—
i.¢,; in the produetive power, or energei.,

§.—Degrees of effect and canse.
f.—nder every idea a philosophy, and (henea systems,

7. The realma of thoughi, being infinite, are productive as those of
nature.

#.—That to think is to be—to exist, We cannet, therefore, cense
to think, or we cease to be. What ean reprodoee mind T We
cannot exist, then, without we think,

8. —The interidenlisation of practice and theory.

10.—That argoments change oot frots. The frots mnalterable
remain,

Witk many others of like impaort.

The absence of notes, quotations, explanatory mailer, ole., may
be remarked.

Let be—este bueno.
I was not born (o be o commentator.

I survey the field; let ihe deafizoan come after to 6l in the
details.

Head bul to weigh, and, if possible, sdd to the ideas hers pro-
mulgated ; for the humen mind i3 more capable of producing—and
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that to a comparatively infinite extent {duwrante vita being necessarily
eoncaded) — than of receiving. For, while life — the mind-zoul
&menmlltﬂ—ramama oor thoughts of a necessity progrese (ie.,
oring vitality) ; but in the mentalio sespension nfﬂur facalties for
death-stete}, may not & moment be—or appear Lo ug—ad an infinite
{eomparatively epeaking, of course) extension of tima 7

To sll marnkind is granted, as a divine legacy, the wisdom of Ineus.

Rather than ask for “*more light,"” let os ose the light from
within—exert and bring forth our innate feculties—for the progress
and benefit of our fellow.man. Troe progrees is sftained by intor-
ghange of thought &nd benefits, and thereby onite all men in the
greal bond of progress, brotherhood, eharity.

Let there be charity, too, smongat the nations as amongst iodi-
viduals. Let us subdue our national prejudices.

There is an eternal spring of ideas snd faculties in man did he but
call them forth, Let the Mazima be improved upon, disseminated,
testad.

The practical adaptation of our theories (which are solely literary
in their aspects, and do not entranch ug-on the domain of dosirine)
must not, in our anguiries, be overlooked.

The objections to “mere theory" are, perhape, as oniversal as are
the theories—thes much-abused theories—themselves.

Btrange infatustion and contradietion in man |

What i theory, and what (s praclice? Why, withont the theory
?'DII cannot have the practice, They are inseparable. Two froits it
y be, but growing on the same tree; or place if in this light:
Thmr: iz the ssed, practice the fruit. Aye, and unless we sow the
peed, we cannot reap the fruit,  [s it nof weall?

We muoet siill leok to the dizcriminating puablic—t{he progressive
peoples of Burops snd their descendsnts in the new world—{for
European blmd governs that of other netionalities—to all intents and
pnrgqui— the Americas and colonies differing but in government, not
in blood,—these in the first place ;—to publishers and societies; and
tomen of influencze and worth in tha social seale ;—to leaders of pablie
fl];inwn i—to government (the lnm_ﬁg ¥ of power); and, above all, {o

o Holy Beiip;in-n of the True Ig.ro arHoLicITE-—{ounded by Chiriat
Himzell and bequeathed to His Hely Choreh—the great troths of
which, through the Apostles—atill influence the moat poweriul and
Fenerons of the nationg @ for the promulgation of just idsas,—tending
to the wellsre—that signitieant watchword of the philsnthropisti—the
progress and intellectusl advancement of the peoples.

But the reader is necessary as the book, for whal is unkmown is
loat,
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That man would but exercise the endless faculties implanted in his
natore by & beneficent end &ll-wise Creatos for the common hanefit
of us all.

Oh, this glorious domein of infinite perception and faculty !

Ineas will outlive the epech of empire and of dynasties: nay, all
that the universe containg—of a very necesgily—sprung from one idea
—that of the Infinite one, the OusirorEry ; and Wisdom—the sternal
undying sentiment—Hiz thought: from which ours are derived—in
the primal canse. ’

The soul's meditation—Divine Wranox—which interideslize the
nniverse,

From the Worp all things have grisen. . . .

Or, to presemt the ides in the Spanish—as befitting the majesty of
the subject ;

Lay palobras de Ivos son acciones,

¥et, in &ll lot there be & well-defined —a practical object

The welfaré—ihe progress of haman natore,

This iz & glorious mizsion and the beat part.

This ia the furnaes that will try their merit.

Une part of the picture [ have finished ; the other—the knowledge
of it—hes in the futore.

EDWARD COUNSEL.



