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NOTE.

Tre dialect of the negroes of Hastern Virginia differs totally from
that of the Southern negroes, and In some material points from that
of those Jacated Tarther wast, .

The elision is so constant that it is impessible to produce the exact
sound, and in some cases it bas been found necessary to subordinate
the phonetic mrangement to intelligibility.

The following rules may, however, aid the reader :

The fnal consonant s rarely sounded. Adverbs, prepositions,
and short words are frequently slighted, as is the possessive. The
letler # is not nsually rolled except when used as a substiunle for 64,
but is pronounced k. )

For instance, the following s a fair representation of the pecali-
arities cited :

The santence, ** It was curioos, he said, he wanted to go inte the
other army,” would sound @ ** "Twuz cu-yus, he say, he wan'(t) (to]
go infta} "turr ak-my. "



MARSE CHAN.
A TALE OF OLD VIRGINIA.

NE afternocon, in the autumn of 1872, I was rid-
ing leisurely down the sandy road that winds
along the top of the watershed between two of the
smaller rivers of eastern Virginia. The road I was
travelling, following * the ridge "' for miles, had just
struck me as most significant of the character of the
race whose only avenue of communication with the
outside world it had formerly been. Their once
splendid mansions, now fast [alling to decay, ap-
peared to view from time to time, set back far from
the road, in proud seclusion, among groves of oak
and hickory, now scarlet and gold with the early
frost. Distance was nothing to this people; time
was of no consequence to them. They desired but
a level path in life, and that they had, though the
way was longer, and the outer world strode by them
as they dreamed.

I was aroused from my reflections by hearing some
one ahead of me calling, ¥ Heah ! —heah—whoo-oop,
heah!”

Turning the curve in the road, I saw just before

me a negro standing, with a hoe and a watering-pot
I



