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PREFATORY NOTE.

The following paper was prepared in responss to an carmest feeling emter-
tained by members of the Davenport Academy of Natural Syiences, and in its
preparation the writer has had their hearty codperation and active assistance
Espevial acknowledgments are dug (o Mo Williems H. Pradt, the Curator gud
Corvesponding Secretary of the Academy, whose extensive rescarches in archae-
ology enalled biw to Furmish anoch valuable materia] for teorpornlion i s
paper; to Rev. Ao M. Judy, Mr James Thompsen, and Dr. . Bl Preston, whe,
as . special commitiee o behall of (e Agadery, thoroughly investigated all the
virgomstances connected with the transactions in question, and freely placed at
the disposal af the wiler (he resulic of their vestignlioees; and to cur lienored
assngiates, Frofl Lk 5. Sheldon and Kev, W, 1. Barris, of Uriswold College, wh
carefolly reviewesl the japer, fonl mvored Uhe wriler with cxcellent sugges ons.
An expression of gratefol appreciation is abo dwe to those correspendents, in
various parts of the cowntcy, who, i sirong terms, have expressed tieir con-
dembation of the unjostifiable areack made upon the Academy by the United
States Burcou of Lthnolegy; and, in entering upon the preparation of this vin-
digntion, the writer s derived great encouragement From the heprty assuramess
of approbation and sapport received from these eminent archaologists,

- LB LA L
Davssemonr, Towa, Fehruary gih, 193,



o - S

f "C,I(

ELEPHANT PIPES AND INSCRIBED TABLETS

TR

MOUND-BUILDERS.

AY CHARLES E. PUTRAM,

l N the sharp controversy now being waged among archrologists, as

to the origin of the Mound-huilders, the Burcan of Lthnology con-

nectzd with the Smithsonian Institztion has taken decided position
as the champion of the theory that this mysterious race can be traced
with comparative certainty to the ancestors of our American Indians.
In the Grst annual repart of the Burcan, Major Powell, ils accom-
plished Director, thus etphatically siates its position upon this ques.
tion :*

“With regard ta the mounds so widely scattersd bet ween the two ooeans, it may
also be said that mound-building tribes were known in the early history of (he dis.
envery of this conlitent, and that vestiges of ast Jdiscovered do not cxeel in any
respect the ares of [ndian tribes known to history.  There i, therefore, no reason
for us to search for an extralimital origin, througi los (rikes, for the arts discov-
ered in the mounds of North Americs.  ‘The tracing of the crigin of these arts to
the anvestors of known tribes, or stocks of tribes, is more legitimate.™

‘The position thus assumed by Major Powell finds recent and strong
support in the work of Marquis Ide Nadaillac, on ¥ Prehistoric Amer-
ica,” just issued from the press, whose conclusions npon this interest.
ing question are thus stated :+

“Iak elosing this chapter, what, it may be asked, are we to believe was the char-
agter of the rage Lo which, for the purpose of clearness, we have for the time being
applied the term * Mound-builder?*  The answer must be, they were nu nare nur
less than the immedinte prefdecessors, fin blood sud cultore, of the [ndians desorilues]
Iy Lie Soto’s chronicler and other early explorers— the Indisns who inhabitel the
region of the mounds wt the time of the discovery hy civilized men"' 3

* First Annual Report of Burcay nf Ethnology, Wishingrton, ©56-50, [ 74
+Prehisioric Americy, by Marquis Te Nadaillac, p. 130,

§ Forter makes this strong siatmnent nf the opposite position roncorning U Sonervan
Tndiun;  *Tle was mever knnwn veluptarily to engnge in an enterprise requiving etbodien)
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Another class of archaologists as strongly maintain the opposite
theory, that the Mound-builders were more advanced in civilization
than the American Indian, and hence have endeavored to trace them
to a Mexican origin, or to some earlier common ancestry. The leader-
shipy on this side must be accorded to Messrs. Squier and Davis, who,
In their great work opon ® Ancient Monuments of the Mississippi Val-
ley,” thus state their conclusions :*

*Without undertaking to point oul the affnities, or to inlcate the probable
origin of the bailders of the western monumeats, and the canse of their final dis-
oy we may tu suggzest thai the facts »o0 far collectssd point 1o a
connection, more or less intimate, betweon the race of the mounds and the semi.
civilized nationa which formerly had their seals among the sierras of Mexico and
Pero, and who erected the imposing structares which, from their number, vasiness,
amd mysterious significance, invest Lhe central portion of the continent with an inter-
est no less absorbing than that which attaches to the Nile.  These nations alone, of
all found in possession of the continent by the European discoverers, were essen-
tially siationary and agricultural in their habits, conditions indispensable to large
popalations, to fixedness of Bwtitutions, and to any comnsiderable advance in the
ecopomic or ennobling arts.  That the Mound.huilders, althongh perhaps in a Tess
degres, were aley stationary wd agriculturel, clearly appears from a variety of facts
and gircumstances, mast of which witl no doulnt recur to the mind of (he reader,™

Afier the lapse of ncarly half &« century, and in the hight of snbse-
ruent researches, a more recent statement of this position was made by
Prof. F. W. Putnam, of the Peabody Museum, at the British Association
during its session ar Montreal. Al this meeting Prof. Putnam gave an
interesting account of discoveries made in a group of moands in Ham-
ilton County, Othio, and his conclusions were subsequently reported in
Leience, as follows: 4

“These relics scem to show a more complex social life, more zhundant and varied
artistic products, amd @ higher status altogether, than can e decmed consistent
with the views of thozse who hold that these Mound-builders were mersly {he
ancestors of our preseol Tndians, and in the same state of colinre™

An abstract of another paper by Prof. Putham, presented before the

Byhor; he dwells in wmpariry amd neevalde leiataions; e Bollows the oo in their wigni-
tione: he impokes the drsdiers of 1o upon his squaw; e tukes no heed for the futeee, T
suppose thitt ek o race threw up the strongr line of circumvallations aed the syainctrical
moands which crewn so many of oot Tiver terraces, i a5 propesterous, diesh as e S
that they huilt the prramids of Fyype.”  {Prehistoric Haces,"" jn 300.)

yelopmdia, title * Aeriean Antignithe,” whervin Prok )8, Xew ey
arrives st the conciuzon thie *the Maumd-buildees Teloaged toa diginet and sow extine

T,
Sl lsnnine Coatribotions e Knewlalge, Vol 12 p. joi.
¥ Heferrce for Septomber sith, 155,
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American Association for the Advancement of Science at its recent
meeting in Philadelphia, was also published in Scisnce, wherein an
account is given of his explorations of a group of mounds in Madison-
ville, Ohio, and it is stated that, “as a result, one of the most remark-
able series of objects ever discovered in America had been obtained :"*

“Among the objects taken from the largest mound of the group were the follow-
ing, some of them never found before in mowmls:  Shell-bends, disks, and rings,
which were ohtained in thousands; concs cut from alligator tecth; ornaments cut
Trom plates of bulfele horn, mica, and native copper, and even gold and meteoric
iran; pearks, most of thew pierced and injured by heat (not less than Aty thousand
were found); small stone dishes, beautifully carved to represent some animal form;
andl last, and perhaps most imporiant, terra-cotia figurines of exceedingly arlistic
fosrmy, anel strangely Egyptian in character.”4

In these extracts we have stated in clear contrast these conflicting
theories.  While largely cngaged in archaological work, the Daven-
port Academy has postponed decision upon these important dedug-
tiong, awaiting further discoveries. Its conservative position is well
stated by its late Corresponding Secretary,’ Joseph Nuncan Putnam,
in a letter to Rev. Dr, Peet, of the 4ntiguarian, bearing date October
oth, 1858;

#1 am, of conrse, only an outsider, and look upon the workers in the fiel] of
archrology from over the fewee; =till T am so close that T foel like offering o sng-
gestinn peeasiopally, and 1 do wish yon archaolggists gonld introduce sume scientific
methods into so intercsting a study, gather up the facts, arrange them systematic-
2lly, wnd then deduce the thearies  -Bot this is an age of speculation, and even in
entomology there is a stroug tesdency 10 gel up a theory and then hont for facts to
sugrport 11,7

And in a subsequent letter to the same gentleman, Mr. Putnam thus
explicitly stales the position of the Academy upon the questions raised
by the discovery of its inseribed tablets:

*Whetber they are modern Tndian, or Movnd-hailder, or Mexican, or European,
ar post-Columbizn, or ante-Celumbian — whether the characters ara phonetic, sym-

* Kriemee for Ootolwer g, 155

#The late Lewis H, Morgen, in @ sceice of admipabbe pajrs, seprosssl the opinion that the
Mound -traildlers were derived From the © Vilkgge Infians " of Now Mexicn, and be sdvagood
o stromge reasons in sapport of this conclasion. e farther remucks that, © from fhe absence
uf el traditinnary knowledre of the Mound . boilders wnong thie tribes foond cast of the Missis
sippd, an infedence ariscs that the peerled of their acrupotion was anclent, Their withdoawal
weas profrably gradual, and cenpleted before the advent of the ancestoes of the present tribes, o
shmiltanesesly with thelr artival.”  While lis concluslons noy not in 4! cases be acoepied,
thene thoughtfal papers of Mr. Morgan will well repiy perasal,

e Johnann's Crelopediy, tile *Architecture of (e Americun Abarigings," Vol L, p. 217
- Montexumi's Dinner,)” Nordd Admerrcan Heefew, April, ot  Mowses of the Moandhojld.
ers," Norlh Amevican Feview, Julyv, 85760
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holie, hieroglyphic, or meaningliss —ix yet to be decided; we have no means of
Enowing." .

And in looking over the many statements made by Mr. Gass, the
principal discoverer of these relics, as published in the Proceedings of
the Academy, it will be found that they contain no suggestion of 2
theory. On the contrary, in giving a description of some inscribed
rocks in Cleona Township, Scott County, lowa, he thus states his own
position upon these mooted (uestions *

“But for what purpose the people sclected them, by what intention they were
guided, with what kind of tools the insgriptions on sgch hard materis] were made,
by what nation the engraving was execnted — Indian or Mound-builder —these are
nuestions which [ dn not ventore to anawer.™

In these utterances on behalf of the Academy will be found the lan-
guage, not of the champions of a theory, but of earngst seckers after
truth. :

That the theory advanced by the Bureau of Ethnology as to the
origin of the Mound-builders should be maintained with consummate
ability, was to be expected of the able and accomplished scholars
enlisted in its service. It is, however, to he regretted that, acinated
by intemperate zeal to establish this theory, its promoters have some-
times abandoned scientific methods, indulged in hasty generalizations,
and even violated the amenities of literature. It will be found that
the second annual report of the Bureau of Ethnology, recently issued
under the anspices of the Smithsonian Institution, is open to this erit-
cism. In that report there appears a monograph hy Henr}r W. Hen
shaw, entided “Animal Carvings from Mounds in the Mississippi
Valley,"t and therein an attack of no ordinary severity is made upon
the Davenport Academy of Natural Sciences. In this bitter assanlt
Mr. Henshaw is zbly supported by the strong endorsement of Major
J. W. Powell, the Director of the Burean. The Smithsonian [nstitu.
tion occupies a commanding position in the world of scienee; and,
inasmuch as it has given special attention to researches in archaeology,
it may properly be considered entitled to speak with authority upon
these questions.  Its sharp criticism, therefore, presents to our Acad-
emy 4 conspicuous opportunity for a careful review of the circum.
stances, and a plain restatement of the facts establishing, beyond rea-
sonable doubt, the genuineness of its valuable discoveries.

* Procecdings of Duvenport Avadeny of Nataral Svicipas, Yol B, e 174
tSecomd Amnunl Report of the Turan: of Fvhoology, Wishinglon, 15951, 1 154
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In the line of archmology the Davenport Academy has attained
deserved eminence. Its inscribed tablets, elephant pipes, cloth-cov-
ered copper axes, and rare collection of ancient pottery have attracted
the attention of archzologists throughout the world of seience,  These
remarkable relics, received with enthusiasm by antiguanans, are gener-
ally accepted as authentic additions to the "unwritten history™ of the
past. That discoveries so rare and unique should be subjected tn
severe serutiny might reasonahly he expected; and, when exercised m
the spirit of an eamest quest of truth, it was even to be desired.  Dis-
coveries which are to become the foundations for important historical
deductions should be securely intrenched, beyond the reach of adverse
criticism, on the bed-rock of truth. These valuable contrbutions tw
the science of archaology have undoubtedly given the Davenport
Academy conspicuous posidon.  The assumed fact, emphasized by
Mr. Henshaw, that “it has fallen to the good fortune of no one else to
find anything conveying the most distant suggestion of the mastodon,”
is found to be even embarrassing, inasmuch as it places our Academy
in the range of fire hetween contending archeologists. It is certamly
a misfortune of the Davenport Academy that the museam of the Smith-
sonian Institution contains neither elephant pipes nor imscribed tablets.

The discoveries in question are two clephant pipes and three in-
seribed tablets.  Of the latter, the first two were found in what is
known as Mound No. 3, on the Cook farm, adjeining the city of Dav-
enpott. The principal discoverer was Rev. |acob Gass, a Lutheran
dlergyman, then settled over 2 congregation in Davenport.  In this
exploration Mr, Gass was assisted by 1. H. Willrodt and H. 8. Stoltz-
vnau, with five other persons who were accidentally present during
the opening of the mound. The discovery was mads on January 1oth,
1877. An exact and careful statement of the l2ets connected therewith
was spon after prepared by Rev. Mr. Gass, and read at an carly meeting
of the Davenport Academy. It was published, and may be found in its
“Proceedings.”®  Upon the announcement of the discovery, the officers
and many members of the Academy were early on the ground to verify
the statements made Ly the discoverers. The gentlemen engaged in the
exploration are well known, and held in high esteem; their testimony
as to all essential facts is clear and convinong, and the circumstances
narrated seem to fully establish the genuineness of these relics.  That
their statement contains only facts, all who know them will not yues-

* Provewlings: Davenport Acideny of Xiearal Scences, Vol I, g,




