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INTRODUCTORY

Korea is one of the oldest and yet, perhaps, the least known na-
tion—once a nation—in the world. She had preserved her distinet
national identity during the four thonsund years of her history until
Japan established the protectorate over her at the point of the saword
in 1905, and subsequently annexed her to the Japanese Empire in
1910.

The so-called vassalage of Korea to China was a mis-applied des-
ignation given by those who had only a superficial knowledge of the
historical relation between Korea and China, China recognized the
complete independence of Korea in 1895, Yet, Korea had made her
treaties with the leading Western Powers before this date, as &n in-
dependent nation. In the Kang-hua treaty of February 26, 1878,
between Korea and Japan, the first artiele reads: ‘*Chosen being an
independent atate enjoys the same sovereign rights as does Japan.”
In 1871 the Chinese Foreign Office wrote to the United States Minister
in Peking, Mr. Frenericrk F. Low, in response to Mr. Low’s inquiry
coneerning the relation between Korea and China: *‘Korea is re-
garded as a country subordinate to China, yet she ia wholly inde-
pendent in everything that relates to her government, her religion,
her prohibitions, and her lawe; in none of these things has China
hitherto interfered.”” Aguin, in 1882, the King of Korea wrote to
the President of the United States saying: ‘‘Now as the (Govern-
ments of the United States and Korea are about to enter into treaty
relations, the intercourse between the two nations shall be carried on
in every respect on terms of equality and courtesy, and the King of
Korea clearly sssents that all of the Articles of the Treaty shall be
scknowledged and carried into effeet according to the laws of inde-
pendent statea.’’

The true relation between Korea and China has been that of “*big
nation’' and “‘small nation,’’ as the Korean used to say. Westerners
were told that thoogh Kores was *'a tributary state of China, it was
entirely independent as far as her government, religion, and inter-
enurse with foreign states were concerned, a eondition of things hardly



