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PREFACE.

—r——

Muwy hooks have been produced for the purposs of teaching
French Conversation.
They consist of dislognes, in which both qnestions and answers
are furnished to the atadent, in the hope, it i to be supposed, of
ing the exact phrase and idiom npon his memory.
even & few among the nombaer of studenis be fonnd
of retaining the thonsanda of phrases contained in these
books, the result wonld atill be almost mdd, for they wonld find
very few opportunities in life when the set form could be
em literally. The lsarner, therefors, can hive no assur-
ance be has attained intelligibility, muoch less freedom or
elegance of expression. Moreover, by this methed, the great
ject of inetroction, wik, to think in the language and to form
o phnn&s,inn’ot':,maimndnt.
is work procgeds upon an entirely different mystem. The
wﬂmwMMGWMdawqmmwﬁalm
papil, who 18 to frame & iate anawars, anfficient vutlines
for which wiil be found in the ssries of words corresponding to
euch eet of questiona.®
The mental imitiative iz given to the pupil, a3 he frames his
own antwers in his own way, the quastion itself giviog him the
iden of the conatroction phrmnndig;um,whichha
will expand by the aid of his gwn imagination and ingennity.
Thus, from the firet he uses the words for himeolf Instead of
m}d}obmﬁnghuwthglmw&hyotﬁm i
Mndguutz:ud tn Hhis ned iy ©pom.
the mind ; and the pupil who faithfully g {hmnghthnentim
series, will already have an experience facility in Freoch
conversation not often attained withont regidence abroad.
anlfmintmthatthnhdiumandwmrinmnﬂw i
by rote will be found that ipterest and healthiu
excitameniywhich the azercias of imagination and the desire
to excel, 8o common among intelligent youtha, will call forth.
It will by percetwed how great an assistance such ¢ courss of
study must give {o the cultivation of the rationsl foruliis.

* The portion of this work entitled ™ Amsoclation of Ideas,” consists of several
sarlen of words [B natasal condasion, bo ba learns by beart by the stodemt, sad to
e usod alterwards in freming Kis answers,



Tt is well known that the great difficulty, even for ths ad vanced
student of a modern language, consists in mastering its idioma.
Infivite pains bave been taken in the formation of the guestions
from this point of view, and I ventare to say that they will be
found in themselves & valuable mine nfmmh idiomatic phrases ;
and experience has proved to me that arner will appropriate
thess idiems to himself in the composition of his answers, and
will goon be quite at home with the genins and way of thinking
of the French.

This, I hope, will ba found the hest and shortest way of

ing the construction of phrases, and will replace .d{-an-
t the endless translations from Eoglish 1nto Freoch,
which require so mnch time and such & muoltitude of arbitrary
and nesdless rolos

I have found that our onmeroua clusses at the Frea Library,
the Royal Iostitwhion, ete., bave been made most interesting by
this new wayof waition, that the habit of stndy has been fostered
in the mind of the least proficiant, wlile the intelligant learner
haz had full scope for the sxercise of his creative powers.

Bemembering that trivial jdeas do not meke & lasting im-
pression npon the mind, 1 hnmgimhm,iuthuﬂrﬂpuh:md

ensant way of narratives, not ouly a qoantit usefol in-
ﬂrmmu' u as t0 the manners and enstoms of the and the
worde and phrases pecegsary to be nssd in the erdinary imter-
eonrse of life; but also a number of snbjects interesting to all
thinkers, which cannot fail to pleass onr young Eriends elevate
their minds ; such a3 the existence of an all-wise and beneficent
Father, whoss moral and physical laws have been established
for the good of his children: the dreadful consequences that
follow any infringement of these sscred laws: the wenderful
formetion of the human body : thagrutpu-imipbmnfahﬁ:ﬂ
peace and concord : the beanty and harmony of nafure :
produocta of huoman indosiry, ste, ete. .

That this work may tenmd to exeits noble and eTOns
feelinga in the heart of the stndent, and to coltivate his intellect,
while he acquires a new and gruceful form of expreesion, «a
well as lighten the task of our feliow labourers, is the earnest
desive of

J. D. GAILLARD,

Gancrs Hopae, Ueren Panirawest 1., .

Liveervow, Feb 25th, 1375
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