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PREFACE

In response to the invitation of Hartiord Theo-
logical Seminary, the following chapters, with the
exception of the eighth, were delivered as “Lam-
son Lectures” in the autumn of 1910. The eighth
chapter, containing the substance of the closing
lecture, is taken by consent from the writer's
article in the first number of the International
Review of Missions. Prepared for oral presenta-
tion before a body of students, they still retain
many characteristics of spoken rather than of
written address.

Their governing purpose has been not so much
a scholar’s effort to make the elements of & peo-
ple’s faith clear to scholars as a Christian’s en-
deavor to interpret the spirit of that faith unto
fellow Christians of another race.

The writer, though possessing the advantage of
personal experience in that of which he writes, is
conscious of a consequent lack in perspective and
of failure to realize his own ideal; yet trusts that
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in some little measure the motive of these lectures
may be understood and their purpose attained in
hastening the fellowship of men of faith. If it be
charged that, in these pages, only the bright side
and the ideals of the Faith of Old Japan have been
emphasized, while the dark side and the failures
in practice have not been equally presented, let
Carlyle’s maxim be remembered “that for right
judgment of any man or thing it is useful, nay
essential, to see his good qualities before pro-
nouncing on his bad.”

Great obligations have been incurred; and com-
plete acknowledgement is impossible. Japanese
sources have been freely consulted, while among
English works those of W. G. Aston, William E.
Griffis, G. W. Knox, Arthur Lloyd, Inazo Nitobe,
and Masaharu Anezaki have been of value.

Thanks are due Mr. Bunya Takiura for the col-
lection of material; Professor Yoshimitsu Suzuki
of Doshisha Academy for assistance in transla-
tion; Professor Emest W. Clement of the First
Government College, Tokyo, for criticism and val-
uable suggestion; Mr. Galen M. Fisher of Tokyo
for correcting the proof-sheets and compiling the
index; and Professor Frank A. Lombard of the
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Department of Letters in Doshisha University,
without whose literary assistance, especially in
the metrical rendering of varous poems, the prep-
aration of these lectures would have been far
more difficult.
Tasuvxv HazApa
Kyoro, Jarax, Sept. 1, 1913,



