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Oxwe summer afternoon during our Civil War,
some Bonthern generals were sitting under a tree,
when suddenly a shell from a Northern battery
crashed over their heads.. The officers hastened to
seek a safer place. But one of the party lingered ;
-and the others, glancing around, saw him stooping
to the ground, as if he had found something of
great value. The crashing of the shell through the
branches had torn a bird’s neat from its place, and
hurled it to the gronnd. And the general of armies
was gathering up this pest, with ita sacred bur-
den of young birdlife, to replace it among the
branches.

This book may come into the hands of some
whose home happiness has been shattered, —its
torn fragments lying now on the ground. It would
be a comfort to the author if these simple words
should put fresh hope into a discouraged heart,
and thus be the hand to help restore the home to
ite true place, amid the branches of the tree of

love,
J. R M.
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SECRETS OF HAPPY HOME LIFE.

Home is among the holiest of words, A true
home is one of the most sacred of places. Tt is
a sanctuary into which men flee from the world’s
perils and alarms. It is a resting-place whither
at close of day the weary retire to gather new
strength for the battle and toils of to-morrow. It
i3 the place whers love learns its lessons, whers
lifa ig schooled into diseipline and strength, where
character is monlded. COut of the homes of a com-
munity comes the life of the community, as a river
from the thousand springs that gush out on the
hillsides.

We are all concerned: in the making of some
one home — our own home. One instroment out
of tune in an orchestra mars the music which
breaks upon the ears of the listeners. One dis
cordant life in a housebold mars the perfectness
of the music of love in the family. We should
make sure’ that our life iz not the ome that is
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out of tune, We do not need to worry about the
other lives; if each locks to his own that will do.

When our Lord sent his disciples out to preach,
one of his instruetions was: “Into whatsoever
house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.”
Peace is a good word. It is more than a saluta-
tion; falling from the Master's lips it is a divine
benediction as well. Peaecs, too, is a froit of grace
which ineludes ull that is sweetest and most divine
in Christian culture. Tt is especially suggestive
of the harmony of love which is the perfection
of beautiful living. Christ’s peace is a blessing
which eomes ont of struggle and discipline, Well,
therefore, does the salutation “XYeace! befit a
Christian home, which ought to be the abode of
peacs,

What are some of the secrets of happy home-
making ? The answer might be given in one word
—Christ, Christ at the marriage-altar; Christ on
the bridal journey; Christ when the new home is
set up; Christ when the baby is born; Christ
when the baby dies; Christ in the pinching times;
Christ in the days of plenty; Christ in the nursery,
in the kitehen, in the parlor; Christ in the teil
and in the rest; Christ along all the years; Christ
when the wedded pair walk toward the sunset
gates; Christ in the sad hour when farewells aro



