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FREFACE

TrE period from the 31st of May, 1792, to the g&f Thermidor,
27th of July, 1794, when Robespierre and Marat vsurped more
than soverelen power, was very aplly desipnated THE Rreiew
oF TERRAR. t that period, virtue and nobility were certain
titles 1o prascription or the guillotine; debiors paid their debts
by denouncing their creditors; eriminals punished by the law
dencunced thelr prosccutors and judges; those who had not
places denounced those who had; heirs denounced those whose
fortunes would descend to them ; hushands found it a commodious
way of getting dd of their wives; and children denounced their
parents. One crime and one crime only is wanting in this dark
catalogue ;.—no parent dencunced his child.

Partial details of the harroes cotnditicd have frequently been
laid before the public; but this iz the only work in which 1s
completely embodied that maze of crime which atands without
a2 parallel in the annals of the wocll.

Who has not heard of the massacres in the prisons of the
znd and 3rd of September, where upwards of twelve thousand
innocent wvictims, for the meost part persons of the highest
respectability, were inbhumanly butchered by order of the
committees which were then at the head of affairst Yot these
horrors were, if possible, surpassed in the provinces, where the
natives mvalled in zeal the zans-culottes of Paris.

The rclations here published ace, with the exception of one
or two, authenticated by the names of the authors who were
themselves designated for the axe, and only escaped by miracles;
they were themselves eye and ear wilnesses of the scenes they
describe. By tumns terrific and affecting, they possess all the
charms of romance with all the mterest of history. Who can
read without admiration the accouni of Mademoiselle Cazotte
rushing to save her aged father's life when the assassin's pike
was already at his breast? Who cannot but admire the vir-
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tuous Loizerolles, * who, when his son, who had been con-
demmned to the guillotine, was called to come and be bound
for the scaffold, answered in his name, and suffered in his
stead P—thus giving him a second time existence. Who can
read without horror the detaila of B, de Sombreuil, saved by
the hernic devotion of his virgin daughter from the massacres
of September P—and at what a price! The ruffians exacted
from her, as the price of her father's lberty, that she should
drink a cup of human blood, recking hot from the wounds of
a newly murdered victim. ‘The fate of the Princesse de Lam-
balle was accompanied with atrocities which the mind can
hardly conceive, and which the pen refuses to trace, t

During these horrors, the virtnous Abbé Sicard, who, as an
author has eloquently expressed it, gave "ears to the deaf and
a tenpgue to the domb,” did not escape denunciation. He was
& prest, and no medts could atone for such A crime in the
eves of those who denied the existence of a God, and declared
themselves the personal enemies of Jesus Christ. A succession
of miracles saved this worthy man from the assassin's pike and
revolutionary axe; for had he gone to prison in the vehicle
destined for him, he would have been murdered. A seres of
events, apparently fortuitous, but marking the special finger of
Providence, concurred to his being saved.

Such were the atrocities commmitted, that the moment the
period of horros was passed, the public sought with avidity
details of the scene, even then scarcely credible. The interest-
ing narrative of 5. Meard, intituled his Agony of Thirty-Eight
Hours (which we have given), was published by him imme-
diately after his escape, and two hundred thousand copies sold
in a few days.

The present edition ie founded on the English edition of 1826;
some compressions of tedious or uninteresting matter have been
made; and an account of the Republican Marriages, ® The
Whaolesale Drownings at Nantes”, has been added. The whole
has been prepared for the press by Mr. Percy Pinkerton and
Mr, J. H. Ashworth,

* Charles X, on his coronation, granted pepsions to Messrs, Lojrerolles and

St Meard, as well np severnl other victims of the Keign of Terror.
T Fide Apferndir, Nate A
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