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TO THE READER.

Tee gathering together of these foorteen
numbers, and their embodiment in s little vol-
ume, are wholly the work of oor frends, the
poblishers, T Iocked no farther than to the
agency pf the journal, in which thess papsrs wers
originally published, for their dissemination. I
bad no thought of meking abook. Indeed, ithas
often seemed to me a much mor satisfactory
course, npon sach e ectasion as the prasent, to
adidress some ten, twonty, or thirty thousand read-
ers, throngh the colmmns of a popular newspaper,
of good reputs; than to embark one's thoughts, in
& portly volome, which may never come before
the eyea of half w many hundeeds. If, ameng
these floating fragments, thera in anything of
valus, sooner or later some liverary chiffonier, aa
they pass down the stranm, may arrest their pro-
gress, and grather them to the shore; and, all thas
in destined to perish, cannot gravitate into obliv-
ion, too cheaply, or too speedily. ‘These remarks,
of courss, apply not to anthors by profession,
who thriva by thatr literary labora,



vi PRETAOH,

Ap T have said, the publishers have made a
listle book ; and now they.ask me for a profieee,
Bat, it seams to me, thet & formal preface will
giva to theus light labors an air of importance,
which does mot belomg to them. Let me say
then, in & word, that it was my object to record
a fow rominiscences of my honorsd mnster, and
to pay the humble tribatz of my cordial respect

to his memory. Beaa
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ebne g ptatonbam disertim, qui posset saths nomte,
wiyoe dilualde, apud medicores homines, ex ocmmuni
quadam opinione; dicere; aloguentem vere, qui mirs-
Blliun et magnificenting augets posset, stqoe ornare,
gue vallet, omnesque cmniom rerom, gue ad dicen-
dom pertinerent, fondes animo ao memoris sonbneret.
(Xe. da Oretore, Loy, T B

TEran appedirs to Do 0o immediata proapoct
of seslatances from Mecedonie; though I have
long cherlshad & hope, that & fréend of mine,
eminently qnalified for the work, would come
over, and help us 0 a faithfal and well-mecited
memorial of this extraerdinary man,

My recollections of Mre, Dextar are g0 foll of &
sentiment of affectionats respect, for his great
kindness and condescensfon towerds me, some
fifty wears ago, that I should be unwiling o
apeak of him, na 1 think and feal; were it
that many yet live, who knew him well;
cherish & cordinl respoct for the lofty tons of
character; and who remember how diffieuls
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8 BIGMA'A BEEMINTACEXCES

waa, oven for twelve headstrong and predeter-
mined Jurymen to reslst his great talent for com-
verlon. It may be sald of him, in very simple
Inngoage, that ressoning came easiar to him,
than to most men. In the wordaof Mr, Webster,
i pery sinlements wereorgumenis;’! and the con-
cluslons arose, In the mind of every intelligent
listener, so very easily, thet he might almost e
liewe the whole procces t0 have besn elaborated
in the work-shop of his own braln, And yet,
in many cases, the effort to move forward, from
premisea to eonclosions, g0 ateadlly, and surely,
and gracafully withal, would tax severely the in-
tellestnal powers of mors than one, who, &t the
present day, are justly fammens for their pecullar
elognence. I have heard him argne many cansas,
involving such questions, as arfss, in the crdina-
1y business ltigation, between man and man;
and, occaslonally, sach, ms, above all others, are
calenlated to excite the strongest emotlons of
the heart: but I recollect no one oocasion, npon
which he endeavored to be flpe, or Aowery—or
to amaze the panel, with quaint and extraomdi-
nary {llusirations—or to argue the canss, As
thongh he expectsd a verdict, rather from the
surrounding andience, than from the jury. Mr.
Deaxter conld mever be charged with “amphibel-
ogy of language, vaprencas of description, or tace-
ity of erpression”” The professlonal resder will
remernber to have met with this amusing sssem-
blage of words, in the work of Mr. Roberts, on
frands. The phrassclogy of this great lawyer
was exceadingly eimple; and he rarely employed
a long wond, however elegant, to express his
meaning, when & shorter would suflice. He lod the
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Jory straight forwand, from the commencament
to the closs of hiv argument, by the shorctest
ronte, and withont any nnnecesssry fonrishes,
or rhatorical cornacations, by the way, He was
the strong man of his Hme. There was the aame
difference, between him, and the majority of his
agrociates, at the forum, a8 thers has been, in
these lnter years, betwean fie greal lawper, and
thode, by whom he was swrrounded, There was
no cosvel, at the bar of Massachusetis, whose
abllitles were & falr match for Mr. Daxtar's,
Men thers were, ondoohtadly, of splendid tal-
ents, and more deaply versed in professionsl loze,
than he—but noas—not one, who, fo & éeeming-
Iy desperata cauge, where, to common observa-
tion, there appeared no inch of ground, on which
to build an ergument, could, ec adroftly, after
haviog demolished the work of his antagoniet,
constract, of the very disfecta membrz, & fabric,
g0 firm, and so fajr.

There wera men, whose eloquence waa of the
highest order; snd of some of whom It might bo
sald, in the words, facetionsly employed by Mr,
Dexter himeelf, npon & certaln occasfon, that
they had the happy talint of “keeping the ecund
agoing, after the pense had gone” Thers he
atood, like some supereminent oak, but for
whaose colossal proportions, more than one of
the surmoumding gronp would bave appeared gi-
gantie. This ancient commonwealth never pro-
duced & man of more extraordinary, intellectual
powers: and yet m gemeration in epringing up,
who, opon the mentlon of bl fame, may be
pacdoned, for inguiving — “ Who was  Sooue]
Derter 1



