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INTRODUCTION

Old Town Hall Library is housed, as it has been housed ever since about
the year 1633, in the upper story of that part of the Old Town Hall
which faces the west end of 5. Martin’s Church, A bronze tabler affixed o the
outer wall bears the following inseription ; —- .
+ This is the Town Library of Leicester, erected about the year 163z, at the
instance of Mr. John Angeli, Fublic Lecturer)
On the north side of the whole group of buildings, over the passage whicli leads
to the little quadrangle, another bronze tablet is affixed, with the inscription :—

THE collection of books in Leicester which is commaonly known there as the

¢+ This building known as the Town Hall occupies the site of a building called
“ Corpus Christi Guild ™ and parts of the original fabric remain. It has been used
for municipal purposds since the reign of H. VII]

These tablets were placed in their respective positions somewhere about the
year 18y6.  They represent the current, tradition as to a group of buildings of more
than common interest.  They give the impression, to those who read them to-day,
that, in the main, the Luildings as a whole took the place of older buildings, once
the property of Corpus Christi Guild, and that, in particular, the part used as
a Library was crecied at the date given.

When, however, the buildings themselves are allowed to tell their own story,
and the accounts of the Corporation are searched to see if they throw any light
on the matter, it is soon found that such an impression does not quite accord
with the Facts.

To begin with the witness of the building itsclf. 17 we pass through the passage
over which the second tablet is placed into the guadrangle, the dwelling-house
opposite is evidently of comparatively modern date and need not detain us.  On the
right hand we have the western side of the quadrangle—the beautiful panelled
room, known as the Mayor's Parlour, on the ground floor, which has been recently
described as ‘a typical example of the manner in which the chief apartments of a fine
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house were adorned in the carly part of the seventeenth century . On viewing this
room and that above it we find, along with abundant evidence of the work of adorn-
ment done at that time, traces of earlier work, not only in the glass which flls the
windows and contains many times repeated the cognizance of the Guild, but in some
of the stonework, especially in the upper story.  The general impression left, how-
ever, is that, whatever may have been preserved, the work of the seventeenth century
practically amounted, in this part of (he building, to a fairly thorough renovation.

But when we pass from the Mavor's Parlour into the Great Hull, once the place
where Assizes were held, and still hearing signs of such use, the main features of the
fabric tell a diffcrent story. The substantial parl, the walls and the roof, belong to
the middle of the fifteenth century, The panelling at the back of the dais is of about
the same date as the Mayor's Parlour.  The rail in front of the gallery at the East
end—from which gallery a persistent, if rather unsubstantial, tradition says that
Queen Elizabeth waiched the performance of one of Shakespere's plays—Dbelongs in
character to about the year 1720, and Lhe same date may be assipned to the gallery
overlooking the dais in front of what was vsed as the Grand Jury roonw.

A stairease leads from the quadrangle to the upper story of the castern part. We
pass through a room now used by the Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological
Society into the Library, which is divided from this room by & modern wooden
partition. Here the general characteristics are the same as in the western portion.
The panclling of both rooms is of about the same date (1637) ag that which is in
embossed letters on the carved fire-place in the Davor's Parlour; the beams were
cased about the middle of the same century.  Yet evervthing inside and out points
not g0 much lo ‘erection' or even ‘rebuilding” as to ‘adornment” and *improve-
ment ',

The general indications of such a survey are, that substantially what is known
as the Old Town Hall iz the older home of the Guild of Corpus Christi, © restored ',
as we shouid say in our day, bul not rebuill, the signs and results of ‘restoration '
being more marked and prominent in sowmne parts than in others,

The Records of the Borough, especially the Chamberlaing’ Accounts, which are
very clear and well kept, tend to confinm the story told by the building itself.

We find from a study of them, first, that while the Hall of the Guild of Corpus
Christi was used, from time 1o time, by the Corporation cven in the fourteenth
century, it was nol purchased until some time during the reign of Queen Elizabeth.
One of the conditions of purchase was the continuance of a yeatly payment of 75 g4,
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This was continued year by vear, and is entered almost invariably as * for Corpus
Christi Hall alias the Town Hall’, at least until the year 19%5.
Next, and chiefly, the actual account of what was expended on the Library in
1633 speaks for itsell and may be given in full :—
THE Accomrts oF Tuomas Brrsvarn & Avexawoer Baxer pateE Cravper-
Lyvs oF THE BoroueH oF LREICHSTER . . . IN THE smconn DMatoratmie or
Mr Nicoras Gonitort Mamer . . . THAT 15 TO SAYE FR. THE FEASTE
oF 5. Micaarl, THarcHareerr 8§ Caas 1. 7632 UNTILL THE SAME FEASTE . . .
I¥ THE YEARE FOLLOWINGE.
Charges about Lhe Librarie.
Imprimis payed to Robert Ludlam for two screwes for the doore of the 1 » d

Librarie . . vj
Item payed to Thomas Sheene for worke dane at the Librarie & for
grease there used by him : ; , : ' ‘ ix x
W pa}'f'd him for other worke done there : . 3 ; . i v
o . for a Lathe for the Librane doore . ; ! ; ¥ i
pox n to Cockle for makinge cleane the librane . i ; i i
i o w Thomus Sheene for worke in the Librarie . : vj
o w o Alexander Tnge for neavles vsed about the lenlne . ij ¥
b w s M Twistleten that he paved for the drought of a forne
af the Libmric ' i
s iy Richard Bemisford for pa}ntmge the Librarie . : v
” 4w Robert Bradshaw for drawing the table in the lbrarie . vif

i w w Robert Ludlam for Thirty iron rodds for the librarie . ij v
" w o him for eight locks & furmilure to them for the librarie . ij
ak o Edward Coston for two locks & other furniture for the

Lybrarie i : : AV
5 o or five Locks rodds & furmLure for 1he Lybrane s T T I |
e » o iton worke aboue the Libraric poarche . i diij
. i to Thomas Sheence for settinge on xiif] locks in 1he

Librarie and for nayles there used v i
- n o bim more for a Rayle apecee of wood & xmrkmunh:pp

in the Librarie . v
i+ w an Sheene Cockle & Reade fior cam:ng the baokes out of

the Chauncell into the Librarie . i
i + Sheene for worke at the Librarle | ; : i : vj
5 w  Cockle for makinge cleane the Librare . . v ¥ iiij
" w  to Alexander Inge lor nayles there nsed . . - : i
= v Jor Bread & Beere there . iiij
" w b0 Isak Wynfeilde for Twelve firr hoards used .zbout Ihc

Libravie . o 0



