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PREFACE.

W F the dignity of Poelry," says Cam-

den, in his Zzmeaias, “much hath hene
faid by the worthy Sir Fudp Sidney,
& hy the Gentleman which proved that Poets were the
firlt [oliticians, the firlt Fhilafophers, the it Hiffoe-
riggraphers. 1 will onely adde out of £k, that they
were (Gods owne creatures, who in his Booke o Flan-
fafione Nee, reporteth, that when he had made the
whole worlds mafie; hc created Posts to celebrate &
fet out the Creator himfelfe, and all the Creatures : you
Poets read the place and you will like it."

Although we may not fully agree with the ancient
writers, it is indeed true that poets occupy no insignifi-
cant position. If we believe the words of Fletcher of
Baltpun, when he says, * Let who will make the laws
of a nation if T may write its songs, " there must be
some power in poetry stronger than the judiciary itself
in the control of that nation. The poet Whittier made

i ; 5 . his rustic reed of song
A weapon in the war with wrong. ™
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4 PREFACE.
And the poet Massey strings his lyre

*f Foe the cause 1hat lacks assistance,
For the wreong that needs resistance,
Far the futwre in the distance,

Al the good that be can do. ™

They deserve an €qual honor with our statesmen and
historians, awl our clevgymen, too, if we belicve, with
Longfellow, that

 Ciod sent Ki3 singers upon carth
With songs of sudness and of mirth,

Thet they might touch the hearts of men,
Anl Bring them back tn heaven apain. ™

Much has Leen published in Fssex county relating
to itz prose writers, and its statesmen and theologians,
buat very little concerning its poets. This seemed a gap
in our literature that ought to be filled, and it has been
our endeavar to supply that want by this litte volume
of shor biographical sketches of our verse writers snd
selections from their productions.

Most of our spare time during the last nine years
has been given to this work : and an almost incredible
amount of labor has been performed in the reading
and criticism of probably ten thousand poems, and in
extensive comespondence and research for the diseov-
ery of writers and for biographical material before the
preparation of the yolume could be begun,

SipNEY PERLEY.
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new country produces very little ornamental
literature,—the rough life of frontiersmen

tending from such pursuits, New England

wis no exception to this rule.  Engaged in clearing the
farest and tilling the barren soil with their few and rade
implements, securing for themselves feod, clothing and
shelter, and ever on the alert lest the Tondians should
surprise and massacre the household, the time and abil-
ities of the early settlers were consumed. Isolated from
cach other they lacked the mental growth and strength
and culture that mind in contact with mind obtains ;
and with little or no means of education, the growth of
a literary life was necessarily very slow. And yet from
its earlicst settlement, Essex county had its literary peo-
ple who published more or less. Anne Bradstrect wrote
here early in the seventeenth century, as also did the fa-
mous Nathaniel Ward, author of “The Simple Cobhbler
of Agawam.” As the country grew older war after war
disturbed its life, reducing its strength and enlture, and
hindering that nawural literary growth which was the le-
gitimate result of our later school system. The orna-
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mental had appeared in pur literature to a limited ex-
tent only. After the close of the Revolution, education
began a new era. Schools and colleges multiplied in
number and improved in quality, At this juneture po-
etry in our literature becomes prominent. Since that
time the number of writers has constantly and greatly
increased ; and in Essex county alane there have been
several hundred writers of poetry, most of whom have
published their efforts in contemporary periodical liter-
ature. The names of many early versifiers are lost on
account of their poems having been published anony-
mously, or under assumed names ; and still earlier we
cannot doubt there were many writers of poetry of whom
we have never learned,—who wrote but never published
their productions. The local newspapers have been to
a great.extent the occasion of the large number of mod-
ern writers, Their columns are open to any local effort
that is of passable quality ; and the interest and ambi-
tion thus engendered and fostered have caused new and
special endeavors to be taken in this direction. In such
ways began to write Whittier, Emerson, and other poets
of our day.

Among the numerous prose writers of Essex county
it was but natural that there should be those who could
write in measure and with rhythm. From Nathaniel
Hawthorne, the greatest American novelist, down
through the line of lesser writers of fiction ; from Hub-
bard and Prescott, the historians, and other contribu-
tors to our historical literature ; from Ward and Story,
the authors of treatises on the law; and from other
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writers of many books on art, science and theology, po-
ets have come to complete the canon of our literature,

Nearly all of the great American poets have some
connection with Essex county. At Newbury, in an old
mansion lately etanding, the great-grandfather of Long-
fellow was born ; and at the Jonathan Johnson house at
Nahant his *Song of Hiawatha' was written.  James
Russell Lowell also traces his family back to old New-
bury, where his lineal ancestors lived for several gener-
ations ; and Ralph Waldo Emerson is a direct descend-
ant of the Ipswich family of that name,

There were several distinguished writers, who resided
here for so short a time ag hardly to have become resi-
dents, and are therefore not property admissible to this
volume, Among them was President Jobhn (). Adams,
who studied law in Newburyport, and while there wrote
some good hymns. He afterwards contributed poetry
to The Token, and other publications, The celebrated
Robert Treat Paine, son of the signer of the Declaration
of Independence of that name, also studied law in New-
buryport, in the office of Theophilus Parsons. He
made his name immortal by writing, in 1708, at the age
of twenty-five, his celebrated national song, entitled
““Adams and Liberty,”” beginning,

= Ya sons of Columbia who 8o bravely have fought
Forthose rights which unstained from Foursires had descended,
May you long taste the blessings your valor has hought,
And your sons reap the soil which your futhers defended !
‘34id the reipn of mild peace
May your nation Increass



