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INTRODUCTTON.

Me. Lonorerrnow's lirthplace was in o sea-port, and
his youth and early manliood were passed in intimate
sssociation with seslife. In his helf-autobiographical
raveric My Lost Yo he vecords something of the
effect which these associations had vpan his nind.  Af-
terwurd, wlon Living in Cambridge, he was wont to
spend hiz smmnaners al Lis eotlage in Nahant.  Ouoe afier
another thers oecureed to hbe posms whirh had their
augoeation in seacseenes ;oand in Apeil 1849, when eust-
ing about for & convenivut groapiog for a volume of his
uncolleeted poents, he fonnd that o nslural one was in-
dieated hj’ tha doulile tith: By e Fivesids ond Hy the
Seasida,  There were Tardly snomel poens to make o
satisfoctory volume, and e was dispisdted Ty his appar-
cnt inability to write A poem of zoy impurtanse. He
wente in his disry: *“ No new thing to stut the stage
paut current.  Oh for fsome great ides to refresh mel’
T s pomcloving on a continmation of fyperion’”  His
wish, #s he records i, rominds us of the saying of Her-
der, & German poel, when lying wearily in sickness
“Give me # grest thonght, that T may quicken myself
with it.™

In a few weeks Mr. Longfellow seems to have con-
ceived the plan of e Auilding of the Shap, which he
began June 15, 1849, Work apon it, however, was in-
terrupted by the illness and death of his father, which
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took him to Portland and defaived him there, but not
unlikely his stay in the eity Ly the sea gave him oppm-
tanity for broeding over the puem.  “ I prefer the sea
side to the conntry,” he onee said ; = the idea of liberty
is stronger theve.” At any rate, in Seplember he was
again engaged upan the poewt, snd on the 20tL noted :
s The Luilding of the Ship poes on. Tt will be rather
lomg,  Will it he good 27 On the 22d he finished the
poemt; and as ot HHH“}" took prominence in the new vol-
urmne. he changred his proposed e to The Seaside end
the friveside, and led off with his new poem,

The form of thiz poem was cleady supgested by
Sehiller's Soiuy of fhe el which, traving the history of
a bell from the first inding o the metal to the hanging
of the bell i the tower, so minglis the history of haman
life witle it that the bell heeonws the symbol uf Buman-
iy, Sehiiler’s pormn introdace] s new artisiic form
which has since beon eopicd mwre than ounce, hut no-
where so suceossfully oz in Phe Bwilding of the Ship.
The changes in the mewsure mark the quickening or re-
tarding of the thought,  The veader will le interested
m watehing theso elingred, and observing the fitness with
which the shert lines express the quicker, more sididen
or mrried aetien, while the longer ones indicate Hngers
ing, modorate action or refleetion.  The oratorfeal char-
aeter of the poem, so to spoak, has always eaugln the
ear; and il is interesting to read in the poet’s diary,
shuetly after the pablication of the book, this eulry : —

* Februaey 13, 1850, In the evening Mrs. Kemlle
read before the Mereantile Lilvary Association, to an
audience of more than three thousand, portions of Az
You Like 1t ; then The Building of the Ship, standing
out upon the platform, boek in hand, trembling, palpitat-
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ing, and weeping, and giving every word its true weight
and pmphasis.  She prefaced the recital by a fow words
to thia offect: that when she fivst saw the poem, she de-
sired to vew] ik before o Boston audienre ; wal she hoped
she woikd he able to male every word andible to that
El'l"l.'! at '!I'l!lll"l tl]lIl!-I,

'H_].r this gl*:u'.a!i‘u] action Mrs. Kemble Lt well havo
thvown ines conerete foem the linea with which Mr.
Lung‘feﬂnw cl_oﬁed the wmot mmmemurati.ng her romls
ings from Shakespeare - —

e 4 hagpy Poer? o ..
Huow must thy Tisteniwee apleil now rajolce
Ta be interprecud by sueh o vutun 1
Bul il is 1o be suapocted thar, while Mr. Lonefellow
mipghil snilingly Lave transferred his wldress to Shake-
speare to himsell, the vast maliionde was slivred to 1ta
depths, nod so 1ouch by the artistie comnpleleness of the
rowdering as by the bmpassioned burst with which the
poen eloses, ard whiell Toll upon no Histless ears in the
d:—*r-!p a-;__'ritu.T.irm of e eventlul year 1560, Ape Nesh
Bronka, in Lix [eapee UL Lineeln's Imt!-giﬂr!—ﬁr?ﬂ {Sﬂﬂ:b—
mer's MWowfhly, Avgusd, 18T, nentiong that be fonmd
the President one day ntiracted by these closing stan-
zas. which were quoded in 3 political spooch: @ Know-
ing the whole poemy,”™ he adede, *az one of my carly
exereizes in veeitation, I hopan, sl his tequest, with
the description of Lhe louneh of the ships and repeated
it to the emd.  As he lstened to the lust lines [377—
393]:. .]liﬁ L':I.'Ebl WHM ﬂ]l::d 'I-'l-']l:ﬂl 1.1.":[1'H.| FIIlI’] ]I;H (!Iwﬂ'«kﬂ-
were wet. He did mot spesk for some minutes, but
finally said, with ampliciey @ * 1t 32 8 wonderful gift to
be able to stiv men like thet.” " Dy, William Everett, in
his vemarks befove the Messaehuseids Hisforicsd Soce-
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ety, after the death of Mr. Longfellow, ealled sttention
to the striking contrast in (hese epivited, hopeful lines
to Horace's timid, tremulous € weds. Yo, eurionsly
enough, this impressive elose of the proem was an after-
thought.  He wrote ab first # sad eading which left the
thonght of the poem esnlived.  After he had sent the
voleme in manuscript o his pullisher, he conevived the
nobler, mwve Inspiviling intcrprelation of (e poetie
thought, and sobstitited the lines fov what he had fivst
wrilten,  Perbaps he waz lod to this by the sugpestion
contained in lines 10M-104, The diccarded lines will
L fonnd in o Dinitnoke at ue end of the Jusre

To hiz diary, under daly of March 23, 1850, M.
Longrfellow writes: % Casl lead Hatirows fiw the cohil-
dren, to their preat delipld, — C. In great and JOYOUS A=
citement, which he showed Try the most voluble speeeh,
i showed his only in his cyes, and looked on in silence.
The easting was 1o fhen ne grand as the casting of a
bell 1o grown-np clildren.  Why nut write for them a
Bosg uf the Lead Flat-lean 37

What a pity he never id!



THE BUILDING OF THE SHIP.

* Byrin me straight, O wortly Master!

Staunch and steong, a goodly vesel,
That shall laugh al all disaster,

And with wave und whivlwind wrestls |

5 The merchant’s woltl
Delighted the Mauster heq rd;
For his heart was io his worl, aml the heart
siveth prace unto evory At
A quiet muile played round his bps,
w0 As the eddies anl dimplea of the tide
Play roumd the bows of ships,
That stealily at anchor vide.
And with » volee that wus fall of glee,
1o waswerad, © Eve long we will launch
15 A vassel as goodly, and strong, and stauneh,
Az ever weathered a wintTy seal”
And fivst with nicest skill and arhy
Perfect and finizhed in evecy part,
A little imnodel the Master wrought,
36 Which should be to the larger plan
What the child ia to the man,
Tts counterpart in minipture:
That with a hand move awift and sure
The greater labor might be brought
a0 T'o answer to his inward thought.



