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O Yamour d'une mére | amonr que oul n'oublie !

Pain merveillenx, que Dien partage et multiplie !

Table toujours servie an paternel foyer !

Checun en o sa part, ¢t tons l'ont toot entier,
Victor Huge.

O mother-love ! lave thet to onk ever forpets !
Wonderful bread, that God divides and multiplies !
Table always spread beside the paternal hearth |
Each one hes his part of it, and each one has it all,

" What your children ought to learn, how they should
be educsted, is mo arbitrary matter dependent on artifi-
cial passing faahion; it depends on the fundamental prin-
ciples of the universe, of which hnman nature (and there-
fore child-uatore, too) is a part,— om the eternal laws of
God, which are revealed to us in the life of nature and
of man. There can be no, true basis of education, no
right training and teaching of little children, if these
laws and principles be not taken iuto accounnt, any more
than the tiniest plant could attain perfection if the gar-
dener tried to rear it without regard to its dependence on
the eun, saying, “What can such en immense globe so
many millions of miles away have to do with this in-
significant little primrose ' ¢

TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE T0 “ CHILD AND CHILD Na-

TURE. "



PREFACE.

WHEN a young kindergartner, so fresh
from her training school that her diploma
ribbon is still unfaded, assumes the charge of
a mothers* class, her action is often misunder-
stood. She is supposed to claim that she feels
herself to be ready to tell mothers of experi-
ence how to bring up their children. As a
general rule, the kindergartner makes no such
claim. What she often does think is this : **The
kindergarten is the outcome of the mother's
art, — the justification of it, the extension of it.
Froebel wished to help the mother and believed
thathehad found the means. [tisstranpe indeed
then, if I, a kindergartner, who have studied
Froebel's kindergarten principles and methods
for two or three years and believe in them
profoundly, cannot tell these mothers what
the kindergartenis, and what some of Froebel's
ideas are with regard to the training of chil-
dren. It is strange, too, if I, who am the first
to take these littie children from their mothers
and keep them with me half of each school
day, have nothing to say to these mothers as
to what 1 hope to do with their little ones;



6 Preface.

strange if I have no explanation to make as
to the influences whichk I intend to bring to
bear upon the children, the opportunities
which I mean to offer them.” 8Such are the
modest and reasonable thoughts which urge
the young kindergartner forward and em-
bolden her to start her mothers' class, how-
ever presumptuous her action may be con-
sidered.

‘Though possessing some credentials of age
and experience which our hypothetical kin-
dergartner lacks, I offer to mothers, with an
equally simple intention, these few chapters,
which were first written for a mothers’ class.
They attempt to give a simple presentation
of some of Froebel's ideas as I have under-
stood them, and of the practical bearing of
these ideas. The many extracts given from
hooks on kinderparten subjects will show how
little desirous I am of claiming originality
for the fundamental thoughts, and how anx-
ious to refer the reader to the rich fields of
knowledge which these books offer ; for gladly
do I admit that

""What these strong musters wrote at large, in miles,
I follow in small copy in my wcre*

EMILIE POULSSON.
Boston, Mass,, 1599,
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Aathe books from which quotations have been made
are referred to throughomt this volume merely by their
titles, & list is appended, giving names of anthors apd
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