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EISIE AT THE WORLD'S FAIR.

CHAPTER I

Hvom Losuvex was very urgent with bis be-
trothed for s speedy marriage, pleading that as
her brother had robbed him and his father of
their expected housekesper—his cousin Mar-
ian—he could not long do without the wife who
was to supply her place, Her sisters, Isadore
and Virginia, who had come up from the far
Bouth to be present at the ceremony, joined
with him in his plea for haste. They wanted
to see her in her own home, they said, and that
without remaining too long away from theirs.
Ella finally yielded to their wishes so far as to
complete her preparations within a month after
the home-coming from the North.

The wedding was a really brilliant affair, and
followed up by parties given by the different
members of the family connection; but no
bridal trip was taken, neither bride nor groom
oaring for it, and Hugh's business requiring his
presence at home.
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A few weeks later Calhoun Conly went North
for his bride. Bome festivities followed hia
return; then all settled down for the winter,
Harold and Herbert Travilla taking up their
medical studies with Dr. Conly, and Captain
Raymond’s pupils resuming such of their les-
sons as had been dropped for the time, though
the wedding festivities had been allowed to
interfere but little with them, as—with the
exoeption of Marian, now Mrs. Conly—they
were considered too young to attend the par-
ties. A matter of regret to none of them ex- -
cept Rosie Travills and Lucilla Raymond, and
even they, though they would have been glad
to be permitted to go, made no remonstrance
or complaint, but submitted cheerfully to the
deeision of their elders.

A busy, bappy winter and spring followed,
bringing no unusual event to any branch of the
family.

Max was frequently heard from, his father
continuing to send him dasily letters, several of
which wounld be replied to together by one from
the lad—always frank, candid, and affectionste,
pometimes expressing a great lopging for s sight
of home and the dear ones there.

After receiving such a letter the oaptain was
very apt to pay a flying visit to the Academy,
in case there were no special reasons for remain-
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Ing closely at home, sometimen going alome, at
others taking ope or more members of the
family with him; his wife, if ahe could make it
convenient to go, or one or more of his daugh-
ters, by whom the little trip and the sight of
their brother were esteemed & great reward for
good conduot and perfect recitations.

Both they and the lad himself looked forward
with ardent desire and joyous anticipation to'
the June commencement, after which would
begin the ome long holiday Max would have
doring the six years of his course at the
Academy.

The holidays for the home pupils began a
day or two earlier, and & merry party, includ-
ing, besides the captain and his immediste
family, the rest of his pupils, with Grandma
Elsie, ber father and his wife, boarded the
Dolphin and set sail for Annapolis to attend
the commencement at the Naval Academy.

The weather was delightful, and all greatly
enjoyed the little trip. On their arrival they
found Max well and in fine spiritsa. The reporta
of both his studies and conduct were all that
could be desired, and the home friends—his
father in especial—regarded him with both
pride aud affection, and expressed much pleas-
ure in the fact that he was to accompany them
on the return trip.
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Max dearly loved his home, and during the
nesxly two years of his absenoe from it had had
oooasional fits of excessive homesickneas; move,
however, for the dear ones dwelling there than
for the place. So that he waas full of joy on
learning that every one of the family was on
board the Dolphin.

No one cared to tarry long at Annapolis, and
they set out on the return trip as soon as Max
waa free to go with them.

' The lovely weather continued, there was
nothing to mar the pleasure of the short voy-
age, the drive and ride that sucoeeded it—for
the carriages and Max’s pony, Rex, which he
hailed with almost a shout of delight and hast-
ened to mount, were found awaiting them at
the wharf—or the arrival at their homes, Ion
and Woodborn, which seemed to the young
cadet to be looking even more beautiful than
ever hefore.

“Oh, was there ever a lovelier place!” was
his delighted exclamation as the carriage,
closely followed by Rex, turned in at the great
gates giving admission to the Woodburn drive-
way. “I thought that of it before I left, but
it is vastly improved; almost an earthly para-
ﬂimlﬂ

“Bo I think,” said Violet. “It does creditto
your father’s taste.”




