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INTRBODUCTION,

HEgeon.—~Why qutyunw;au;nu'l' You know me well.
dint E—1I neversaw you in my Iife till now,
Comedy of Errors.

I 5ap been delicate from infancy—and ths enery
fects of an unhealthy climate ob ndged me o Tetire upon gnh'—
pey, and quit Ceylon for England, to try if native air wauld
regtore a shattered constitution. I eame to London for medi-
cal advice; and while my phbysician was anxious that I
should conunua immadmtel !:I'Dlﬂ.‘l‘ his eye, he recommended
me, for amosement and e uemme,w make frequent excursions
arcend the British eapital.

Mo adrice conld be more congenial to “ e truant disposi-
ton." 1, who had been Eruﬂ‘d&ﬁan'bonl the world from my
boyhood, willingly became a roamer after health; and in the
mlmryufrhnmeu'uralm:hnm were faw spots unvisited in
the course of etudinery wanderings.

Every nubu.r!mn retirement—every scene of holiday dissr
pation—every signboard which 2 cockne fr treasures in the
tablet of his memory, is familiar to me. 1 have spent weeks
upon the river and the road, become resident in steam-boats
and stages, witnessed many an adventure, consorted with
strange companions, and become extensively acquainted with
the whole family of man.

It was a suliry day, and I was sitting in the bay-window of
the Fier Hotel at Gravesend, ¢ontemplating the unceasing
bustle that Father Thames presented, The steamer was to
return 1o town at five, and I rang the bell toorder dinner, and
thuas fill up an interval of two mortal hours, The leman
of the m.im appeared, produced his carte, and eulogized the
contents of the larder,—for there, as he averred, every thing
eatable in August would be found. He added, that dinner
was just being served at the table d'Adte below; and proba-
bly, rather than dine touz sewl, I would fmfer uniting myself

ﬂmp.ﬂt{;ll Undoubtedly T would, seized my hat mﬂ.
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