BUILDING A
NEW EMPIRE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649405954

Building a New Empire by Nathaniel M. Ayers

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



NATHANIEL M. AYERS

BUILDING A
NEW EMPIRE

ﬁTrieste






NALHLANIRL M, Ay RS



BUILDING A NEW
EMPIRE

By
NATHANIEL M. AYERS

A Historical Story of the Seitlement of the Wild West.
Taking Up the Wild Scenes Incident to the Settlement
Of a Country Inhabited By BuHalo and Hostile Indians.

Dedicated to the Nebraska State Historical Society

i)

=
]

BROADWAY PUBLISHING CO.
836 Broadway, New York

BRANCH OFFICES: CHICAGO, WASHINGTON, BALTIMORE
ATLANTA. NORFOLK, FLORENCE. ALA.



CopYRIGHT, 1910,
By
NATHANIEL M. AYERS.

€.0a270544



CHAPTER
I.
II.
I11.
Iv.

V.
VI.
VIIL.
VIIL
IX.
X.

XL

XIIL
XIIIL.

XIV.

CONTENTS

The Decision .

Going West

The Stockade ; v

Claims Located —the Missouri
Preacher . . .

Matlax, the Trapper . ; :

The Land Office ; i

Whistler and Badger Klllr:d e

Organizing the County

Wild Horses

Hitchcock County and the Irish

Landlord
General Election and Mure Pralrle
Fires . . .

More Grasshoppers . .
Grasshoppers  Destroyed — More
Trouble for the Homesteaders

The Revival and the Penitentiary

PAGE

13
30

41
55
65
72
83

103
ITY

135
148

173
183






PREFACE,

The story of “Duilding a New Empire” is not a
story conceived in the vivid imagination of the author,
or wrought from the wild scenes of the growing West
in fiction or by inspiration, but a story of actual ex-
perience in making a new West, and the memory of
the events of thosc trying times has led up to writing
this manuscript.

In general conversation these evenis have been re-
lated many times, and editors have asked for historical
events to be written for publication, and thc writer
has been urged to put these actual facts in book form,
so the conditions existing in the carly days in the
settlement of the “New Empire” might be known to
the younger generations coming on to occupy the
country so recently wrested from the wild man of the
plains.

The writer had expected to receive assistance from
the few old settlers still living, and who had witnessed
the meteoric changes in the West in the past thirty-
five or forty years, but none could be found that could
give additional facts or evidence of value. Many who
passed through the wild scenes of the West could not
be located, and those that could be found could give
but very few reliable facts of value to add to the cir-
cumstances related, so the memory of one man is
largely in evidence in writing a historical sketch of
the last “new West.”" In some instances fctitious
names have becn used to represent the real characters,
or the letters transposed, but when actual history is
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Preface

recorded, as in state and county officers the actual
names of the parties are in evidence.

The purpose of this work is to put in the hands of
the reading public the experience and hardships, and
the stirring scenes of the actual settlers on the fron-
tier of the new West, who with the aid of the soldier,
the scout, the hunter, civilized the last frontier of
this great Nation.

Should any gifted writer in future years draw in-
spiration from this work to glowingly put in prose or
poetry the stirring scenes of taming the wild West,
my labor will not have been in vain.

THE AUTHOR.



