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PREFACE.

PropasLy photography is to-day the most pop-
nlar of hobbies. Indeed, the eamera has come
into such general favor that we may scarcely
speak of photography any lenger as & hobhby, as
a study or amusement delighting any special or
limited class. Nowadays everybody takes photo-
graphs — who can get them ; and sun drawings,
after having been a great novelty, have taken
their place among the pleasantly familiar things
of every-day life.

A eritieal Englishman once said that he would
like photography better if it were not for the
pictures. The remark was doubtless intended as
a rebuke to the people who, in their eagerness
for the pictorial result, forget that photography
is @ science, and as 8 science requires earveful
study and a clear understanding of the optieal
and chemical laws upon which it has developed.

I will admit having seen photographs that
made the Englishman’s remark seem almost rea-
sonable ; but I do not count myself among those
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who think that in photography the pictures ave
a secondary consideration. It is not by photo-
praphy as an incident in the study of chemistry
that my affections have been stolen, but by pho-
tography the mirror of nature, the handmaid of
the artist. We all love pictures, and we can love
them withont hating opties or chemistry.

At the same time, it is to be remembered that
optics and chemistry are photography’s etymeo-
logy and grammar, and this book is addressed
particularly to those amatenrs who, while they
aequire theiv chief pleasnre from the pietures as
pictures, have sufficient vespect for the study
and a strong enough purpose toward good work
to seck real knowledge of the elements of photo-
graphy.

I have sought to convey this knowledgze in
every<day language. I shall frighten no one with
AIK(S0).12H,0 when I mean alum.  In the
story of the earlier chapters I have endeavored
to sketch the primary principles of photography.
In the chapters following are hints which it is
to be hoped the amateur may find to be a prac-
tical aid in his home gallery, in the field, and in
the many artistic applications of modern photo-
graphy.

‘Many readers of my photographic articles have
asked, * What sort of a camera shall T get?”
This puzzling question and others not so puzaling
I have tried to answer in the right place. Within
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space so limited it is possible only to sketeh the
chief and more familiar processes, and 1 make no
apology for omitting much in the way of for-
mulas, ete., which the beginner may wish to seek
when lie has ceased being a beginner.

Thanks ave due to the publishers of the Cen- |
tury, St. Nicholas, Harper’s Foung People,
Wide Awale, and the American Amateur Pho-
tographer for kind permission to use certain
illustrations appearing in this volume,

A, B
BroorLyw, Sept. 1, 188
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