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PREFACE

AT the beginning of their school life, children have
more or leas ability to tell what they know. The English
that they use in talking may not be very good, and usually
they are not able to write it at all. During the first threa
years st school, however, they improve in speech, and
learn also how to express their thoughts, in a simple way,
in writing,

Dwuring this period of the child’s life, & large proportion
of timg should be, and ususlly is, given to cultivating the
power of observation by the study of plants, animals, and
other nataral objects that may be obtained in the vicinity
of the school.

It ia not to he m‘p&cﬂﬂd or desired that this form of
study should be methodieal or thorough, but it shoumld
gerve the purpose of leading the child to acguire a store
of varied information for more careful study in the near
future., It is agreed generally that the systematic study
of the English language should begin in the fourth year
-of the pupil’s school life, and for many remsons it is
thought desirable that children should be provided at this
time with a well-graded textbook in English. The main
objects that have been kept in mind in the preparation
of this series are : —

1. A presentation of the subject matter that will lead
the pupil to expresa his thoughts Bpontaueumsly and with

some dagree of ACCUTRCY.
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4 PREEFACE

2. The exposition of a plan for a careful and some-
what thorough study of familiar objects.

3. A closer-and more systematic correlation of obser-
vation and expression.

A reference to the table of contents will disclose the
manner in which the aims thus indicated have been car-
ried out. It is not to be assumed that the child at this
period possesses a very larpe fund of knowledge; there-
fore, to the end that his knowledge may be increased,
lessons on subjects suitable to his understanding are sup-
plied in the form of pictures, anch natural objects as can
be obtained easily, and interesting stories and poems.
Interspersed among lessons of this character are exercises
for the purpose of fixing in the mind of the pupil evrreet
langudage forms.

The order of presentation of a lesson is as follows: —

1. Furnishing the pupil with the maans for acquiring
correct information.

2. Skillful questioning of the pupil for the purpose
of arranging properly and crystallizing this information
in the mind.

3. Requiring of the pupil natural and orderly oral
and written expression.

It is a truism, but worthy of note, that oral reading
of choice selections from suitable literature is a power-
ful aid in the language work of a schoolroom, because
it acoustoms the ear to the sound of good English, and
thus fosters its use in the speech of the pupils.

In courses of study in English, grade teachers often are
advised to give frequent dietation exercises and to require
the pupils to commit to memory a number of poems; but
in the multiplied duties of any grade, a teacher has littls




FREFACE 5

leisure to comprse and to write upon the blackboard
suitable dictation exercises, or to search through one or
two volumes for a partieular poem and then to spend
time in copying it.

It is one of the purpnses of this series to free the
teachers, as far as possible, from unnecessary, nneconomie
copying, thereby allowing them the maximum amount
of time to devote to their pupils.

Book One is designed for use in the fourth, fifth, and
bixth years of the elementary schools. The authors, in
the preparation of this series, have had before them the
pew course in English, prepared under the direction of
the Board of Superintendents of the City of Boston, by a
commities eonsisting of an assistant superintendent, prin-
cipals of districts, a Boston Normal School teacher, and
teachers from each of the grades.

Soma - of the ablest teachers of English have tested the
lessons of this series in their classrooms, a fact that may
justify the claim that the lessons have been standardized,
and that they are suitable for the grades for which they
ars intended.

Acknowledgment for permission to use copyrighted
material is hereby made to: Mrs. B. Ellen Burke for the
poem entitled Ouwr Flag; Marths H. Cochran for The
Chickadee, by Sidney Dayre; Henry Holt and Company
and Miss Mary Sibley Finch for the poem called The Blue
and the Gfray, by Francis Miles Finch; Lothrop, Lee and
Shepard Company for the story of Arachne, from Bul-
finch’s Age of Falble, edited by Edward Everett Hale;
and the Whittaker and Ray-Wiggin Company for Peare,
from the complete poems of Joaquin Miller. The
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selections by John Burroughs, Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow, Edward Rowland 5ill, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and
Charles Dudley Warner are used by permission of, and
- by special arrangement with, Houghton Mifflin Company,
snthorized publishers of their works.
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