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Y being o you do-day w gariand of tropical flowers with lttle ariginal
of my cwn except the string that binds them, "

The intersst that is centered to-day aronnd Samoan
matters will render peculiacly ncceptuble the marrations
embraced in this volume.

Without striving to malke sensational points or situations,
or endenvoring to throw any air of mysters around facts or
to exaggerate or extenuate, T feel assured that the plain,
simple statements of Laudii and her husband will prove of
interest and attraction to the people of America, as well as
to those of other nations; and especially to our women,
whose hearts are ever warmm in the eause of humanity, and
whose best energies and hearty sj‘mﬁth.ies may ever be
depended npon uh:ere theve is good to be done or happiness
to be aecomplished.

Thestory of this young womau, a true daughter of Bamog,
her experiences, trinlg, aund incidents of her life, together
with those of ler husbnnd, who certainly has had in his
own experience o more than ordinary eventful existence,
stated in their owu way withont attempt at embellishment,
will, T am confident, be read and referred to, as something
out of the nsual conrse of affairs,

The narrative has been taken divectly from the lips of
the parties themselves, and in transferring them to print,
the desire hias been to preserve nsfar as possible theiractual
language, rather than clothe the story in sinooth expressions
or well rounded sentences, bolivving that the peculiarities
of the narrators possess a charm of their own, While en-
deavoring to retain a sort of sequence connecting the various
incidents as to point of time, yet as here and there descrip-
tions and incidents wonld be related, they have been placed
as nareated under sub-heads:  While, therefore, there isa
marked difference in the composition of this volume from
the nsual and customary style our Ameriean readers are
familiar with, it is hoped that the departure will not prove

nnacceptable, THE EDITOR,



