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ALL being prepared for me, 1 quitted the pert
of St Peter and St Paul's, accompanied by seven-
teen nartes, driven by the officers and principal
inhabitants, and for two miles by the ladies, one of
them, at parting, imprinting upen me a kiss, which
was

Speaking silence, dunib confossion,
Passion's birth, and infant’s play,
ove.like fondness, chaste concession,
(ilowing dawn of brighter day !

Vi, AL A



“ AVATCHA.

It was not long before I reached Avatcha, where
1 found all the officers awaiting me, with tea and
other refreshments, The distance we had come is
eight miles, along the beach, and over a few little
hillocks covered with some stunted bireh. Au eight
in the evening of the 20th November, O. 8. I pro-
ceeded upon my journey, with a Cossack and four
nartes ; not that such o number was necessary to
stow away my baggage, for it would not even fill
the portmanteau of Sterne’s Sentimental Traveller,
although my pantaloons were of leather, while bis
were of sitk, and consequently more easy to be
stowed away.

Yrom Avatcha the path lies along the river of
its own name, which impeded our progress, and
was otherwise unpleasant, as wetting me a good
deul. The scenery was very dull, and I was so
absorbed in contemplation, that I conld bardly see
the right side of any thing. At midnight 1 reach-
ed the ostrog of Koraki, forty miles from the port,
where are a few fishing hamlets in tolerable con-
dition. At one of them I fell in with an old ship-
mate, who had come in the same transport from
Okotsk. He bad departed from the port three
days before me, but a too frequent use of brandy
had induced the Kamtchatdales to deny him dogs,
in hopes of getting a portion of it.

The Cossack did not arrive at the halting place
until eight in the morning, and then in such a state
as to render him a fit companton for my old ship-
mate. By noon, however, 1 got away, and pro-
ceeded towards Nachiekin, thirty miles. The coun-
try was so deep in snow, that it was midnight be-
fore we arrived.  We passed numerous half-frozen
streams, the dogs suffering a good deal, and when-
ever I walked to relieve them, I was sure of ha-




