HELENORE: OR THE
FORTUNATE
SHEPHERDESS, A
PASTORAL TALE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649600946

Helenore: Or the Fortunate Shepherdess, a Pastoral Tale by Alexander Ross & Alexander
Thomson

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ALEXANDER ROSS & ALEXANDER THOMSON

HELENORE: OR THE
FORTUNATE
SHEPHERDESS, A
PASTORAL TALE

ﬁTrieste






e R Eme——

HELENORE:

OB THE

FORTUNATE SHEPHERDESS.

A PASTORAL TALE.

Bv ALEXANDER ROSS, A. M.

LATE SCHOOLMASTER AT LOCHLEE, AND AUTHOR OF SE-
YERAL POEMSE IN TEE FCOTTISH DIALECT.

T0 wHiCH I3 ARDED

The Lite of the Author.

COMPRERENDING

A PARTICULAR DESCRIPTION OF THE ROMANTIC
FLACE WHERE HE LIVED,

AND AX ACCOUXT B THE
Manners and Amssements of the People al that Period,
BY HI8 GRANDMON,

Tue Iev, ﬁLEXANDER THOMSON,

!m}nm ni f.n’rhﬁ r;m?.'

ool Anglis 823 niuu&ﬂ.{m.
Thy mluq.n _u&pa By heast Wil bewrn.
L e '.I',.:l‘u'l‘j'tl.

- wa .... ALt
s

LIL L

Ditrides
Pristod by A, Smith & Co. for the Editr,

ARD SOLD BY WAKNERS AND NILLEE; EDINEUROA; AND T.
POWALDOM, DOWDEE,

1812,
Pricg—Fine, 10s. 6d. boards.—{ommon, Gs. do.
¥ ousak

-

of



¥y
LIFE

oF

THE AUTHOR.

M Avexawoer Ross was born the 13th of April,
1699, in the parish of Kincardine O¢Neil, county of
Aberdeen. H';,u; 3'.'!:5@1:5 Anprgw, Rossy o respectable
farmer in that panah $nt l'nm, n"hcn “eapable of in-
struction, to the ﬁr{gr.li'q l:ehqa’], “distant about three
miles, and ull'.u#.ed-{#, th hrpaﬂhgt of Kincardine
ONeil. The méster oF this & sernisafy was at that time
& Mr Perer Rein, who had received a libersl educa-
tion, and was considered by proper judges es an excels
lent grammarian, and complete master of the Latin
language. All over that country he was celebrased,
particularly for uncommon diligence and supcess in his
office. It is certain, indeed, that a considerable number
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of young men taught at this school by Mr Rem, ap«
peared every year in Aberdeen at the competition for
bursariex, which took place shout the end of October at
King's and Marischel colleges; and that not less than
six, om &m average, were successful candidates,

It would appear that a Latin education was then
much desired for their children by parents, in the north
of Scotland, and perticularly in this coanty, whatever
employment these children might aftecwards choose
when they came to the years of judging for them
selves,

It is remackable that other three boys, oll of the
name of Bose, g s uml.d' b eighpising farmer, ac-
companied nul‘lﬁﬂ'lﬁr awr_}r Baj td {h;s publie school.
They persevered for ﬁqe t:mﬂ ltugth of time, about
four years, in mngmhh#ﬂﬁ]gﬁ of-the Letin as
to fit them for ﬂlebuﬁ'ﬂge . alF dondeided for bursaries
at Aberdeen, and were successful ; continued four ses«
sions ot Marischal College, and took the degree of A. M.
The youngest, Rostar Hoss, and ss our Author has
often cbserved, the Dest scholar of the three, became
former, snd in that eapacity lived independent and re.
rpected for ¥fe. The other two, ALEXaNDEa and
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Davip, stulied diviniiy, end were leenssd to preach
the gospel. The Jatter was appointed schoolmaster of
Kincardine O<Neil; preached oceasionally; was much
estesmed as a man end a preacher, and acted as pres.
bytery-clerk for meny years. But though & man of
cansiderable merit, never obtained a settlement in the
church. !

In this brief sccount new glven of My Davio Ross,
who was an amiable chamscler, and one of cur Authey
most intimate and dearest friends, it perbaps deserves
notice, that though & tman of very delicate health, often
sickly, complaining of head-aches, and all his lifetime
having much the appearance of Leing in 4 veletudinary
state, yet he lived to the age of ninety. Fia oldest
brother, AvexaxpeEr Ross, not of equal merit, was,
though at a late period of life, more successful; and it
is also o remarkable circumstance, that lie was ordained
winister of Lochlee ; and though not less than sixty-six
vears of age when his settlement ok place, yet lived
for twenty-one years pastor of this patish ; and during
that time was cotemporary with our Author as school
master, who had been his school and college companion.

Considering then how common it was at that time,
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and in that conntry particilarly, for every parent in td-
lerable cirtumstances 1o send one or more of his sons to
school o be taught the Latin language, with & view to
prepare them for the wniversity, it was perhaps more
from custom and example, than from any appearsnce of
distinguished capacity, that our Author was, sbout the
ege of eight, put into the elementary class.  And when
we think of the mode of education then prevalent, not
only in this school bot in every seminary of the kind in
Scotlarw, it is natural (o suppose thet 0 many a poor
bay the acquisition of suth & complicated lariguage as
the Latin, must hove betn a task sufficiently hard.
Considering alse the dificolty thet must have arisen
from the use of rudirsents without one word of English
in them, & custom oniversal =t that time, nothing but a
tenacious memory, & considersble degree of sBcuteness,
- apd & hearty desire to improve, could, one should think,
smooth the ragged path in which the Latin scholar had
to treed, amd render it in any degree pleasant, or even
toleralile. '

Our Author has often remarked, tUint upon the whole
—Dbays were then compelled to learn, Tublic teachers
never thought of maldng trial of the tilents of a bay in
order to discover if he was qualified hy neture to ac-
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fuire any language or branch of education; and if he
was not, of directing his sttention to something else
perheps more useful in life, and more adapted to his
capacity, But when s boy had once begun to learn
Latin, arithmetic, or whet his perents wished him 1o
learn, he was obliged to persevere, end make what pro-
greas he could. -

The strictest and most severe discipline was systes -
matically kept up by the master. Scarcely any allow-
&nce was made for a weak memory, The want of that
progress wished or expected, was seldom imputed to the
want of capacity, bot of application. A qun:ﬂar or an
ercor could not commonly be atoved for by the poor
boy wha bad fallen isto jt, by sny indications of sorrow,
but by submitting witheut murmur to the usual chas-
tisement : ard upon the whole it would appear that fear
was the predominant motive for diligonce,

It deserves perlaps to be likewise mentioned that
every lesson prescribed in Vieeiz, Horace, Ovip, or
any other Latin poet, was not only to be explained to
the satisfaction of the master, but gotten by heart. And
so rivetted bad many of the most beautiful pnssages
been in our Author's memory, that he used to repeat
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them with much pleasure afler he had passed the age
of eighty. With the pastorals of Vinoin he was pariis
cularly and wonderfully delighted, on account of their
innocence, simplicity, delightful scenery, and diversity
of subjects, as well as besuty of deseription.

Many of the odes of Honace, but such only as are
of a moral tendency, he translated into English metre,
merely for his own smusement, and to entertain some
of his intimete acquaintaned; but be never did or im=
tended to publish them, because he thought they were
not of sufficient merit to meet the public eye.

To the Scottizh dialect he had contracted a great par«
tiality from his early youth. This might be owing to
the prevalence of this expressive language at that pe-
riod ; but especigliy to his opportunities of seeing some
excellent Scottish poems which he said formed his taste,
and disposed him to try something of the same kind,

* The Gentle Shepherd,’ that fine pastoral comedy
by Ramsav, who has pechaps justly been denominated
the Scotch Trzocarrus, our Author admired very much;
and though, as he often said, he bad read it ever a huna



