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POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY.

CHAPTER L
THE FRINCIFLE OF LIBERALISM.

TEE MAIN PRNCIPLE which will be found to
undertie the proposidons and arguments of these
political and social chapters, the leading motive to
which they must owe whatever consistency they may
fay claim to, is this—that for all the evils to which
the State or the communily is subject, the fit and
sufficient remedies are to be secured by a recourse to
the fingl authority of the people, In other words,
the source of power, the ohject of government, the
sanction of law, the remedy of all evils to which
the body politic is smubject, reside in the community
of individuals by whom the State is made up. Does
the statute law require amendment P—it must be done
in the interest of the bulk of the nation, for their
special behoof, if not at their special solicitation. Is
an entirely new law proposed in Parliament >t must
be for the purpose of increasing the popular welfare,
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2 Popular Sovereignty.

not for the exclusive benefit of a class  Is the
public mind disturbed, or the public peace threatened,
or the prosperity of the country jeopardised 7—the
root of the disorder is to be sought in some abuse
or injustice or hardship which has weighed upen the
people, and which must be removed as soon as it is
discovered, in order that the whole body politic may
nrot suffer.

We have tried other measures in lngland, and
have found them all more or less mischievous ; though
the history of this country will show that the idez of
the commonwealth, and the rights and privileges of
individuzl Englishmen, have never besn lost sight of
altogether. We have legislated for a class, or for the
soverelgn, at least as often as we have legislated for
the people, and when the public mind has becn
agitated, and the masses have vehemently protested
against & tyranny or an injustice, we have fre-
quently turned upen them with sword and bayomet
and musket, actuslly agpravating the evils which it
was the alleged intention to cure

England has had more than enough of these
batbarous and empirical methods of treatment, and
expects now to see the pure science of self-govern.
ment applied by the pelitical medicine-men who take
her in hand, She has had (let us believe) her last
Peterloo in the provinces, her last turn-out of the



