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PREFACE.

I have been requested to write a preface to this
yvolume, this nnigque tribute to the memory of the
wife of Rohert Burns, and 1 comply with pleasure,

So far as I have seen from the proof-sheets, about
every event mn Jean Armour’s life has been chromi-
cled, almost every phase of her character has heen
considered, by the writers whose contributions make
up this interesting book, and so but little remains
for me to sav, 5till 1 cannot forbear using the op-
portunity offered to me to lay a stone or two on the
cairn which the world has radsed, and 1s still, perhaps
unconsciously, raising to the memory of Jean Armour,
She was not a woman of eenius, she mever burned
the midnight vl in search of knowledge, nor did she
ever wrestle with rhyme, but no one can have
studied the life of her husband without acknowledg-
tng that it was after her influence over him became
supreme, after she was publicly installed as his wife—
acknowledged mistress of his heart and hand—that
his song attained its highest flights, its most prolific
abundance.



viii PREFACE,

Early in what is now a study of Burps' life and
works that has extended over more years than were
allotted to him who

—mmoved 1n manhood as o oyouth,
Pride of hiz fellow men,

I formed the idea that the one woman who exerted a
real and lasting influence on Burns was her whom
it return he has immortalized as Bounie Jean. Al
that I have since read has tended to confirm that
idea and to make it, to me at Ieast, pass from anidea
into a theory, and from a theory into a fact, 1 am
aware, of course, thal when people speak of the
loves of Burns they think on other women than her
who became his wife. Some turn to the hapless
Clarinda—one of the most pathetic figures, whatever
way we regard her, which the whole course of Scot-
tish literatnre has given to us; hut he was under her
influence for only a brief spell—although there is no
doubt that her heart was his until the end of her
career. Others, and in fact the great majority,
turn their thoughts to the cherished figure of High-
land Mary, surrounded as it is with romance, love,
pathos and mystery. But in spite of all its poetry,

its mystery, its depth of romance, and its opportun-
ities for discussion, we turn from Highland Mary to
the real heroine of Burns' life, the heroine but for



