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INTRODUCTION

I #avE been asked, and have gladly agreed, to write
an introduction to the present volume of ancedotes
relating to the DBench and the Bar, Many of the
storics are new, and some at least of them are ex-
cellent. To lawyers they will veeall many pleasant
conversations at those cireuit messes which are now
almost the sole swviving centres of the soetal life
of the Bar. The criticism may perhaps he made that
many of these uneedotes appear more irresistibly
funny amid the port and the walputs than they do
when read in cold print. But too severe a standard
must not be exacted of those who minister to our
amusement ; and Mr Engelbach, who has so skil-
fully colleeted these ancedotes, has, T think, laid us
all under an obligation. Many sarcasms have been
directed at both the Bench and the Bar. Their humour,
we are told, is mechanical and sterile. Sometimes we
are assured (and not always without reason) that
such appreciation as it veceives is servile, The wit of
lewyers, it is said, is very small beer. No one would
deny that some measure of truth underlies these
eriticisms. Many of the proeceedings in courts of
justice are so tedious that there arises a great
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temptation to alleviate them by humour even il one
has nothing particularly amusing to say. Thus we
sormelimes attempl hamour, elaiming no partienlar
aiflls in that fickd, simply beeause even o poor joke
15 o weleome alternative to the stagnant dullness of
soomany litimous proecedings.

The relationship subsisting between Dench and
Bar in Englid s both eurions and interesting.,
Tt o< notl exist, so far as I am aware, in any country
whose jurisprudenee is of Lotin origin, Our judges are
not a elass apart. They do not undergo from vouth
a speeialised preparation {for judiclal dutics. They
develop into judees if Fortune favours them, and if
they are very suceessiul practitioners at the Bar,
It (ollows from this eireomstanee that there always
exists u gennine eomradeship bebween the judge and
the advoeate. The judge was perhaps quite reeently
an aildvoeate himself, The advocate, however bex-
perieneed, is perhaps sustained by the hope that
somewhere stowed away in his knapsack he earrics
the baton of amarshal of France. The judge therefore.
if normal. is anxious Lo assist the advoeate ; while the
advoente on his part desires Lo co-operate with the
judge in the dignified proseeution. consistently with
precedent, of the high eause of Justice, The country
is, 1 believe, and in the main justhe, proud alike of its
judges and its advoeates, Que jwlees are almost all
able, md they nre all incorruptible. The best of our



