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TO OUR UNKNOWHN®

BENEFACTRESS,

MADAM,
SINCE we are not permitted to know
You, but only by your good Works,
you cannot be offended by this public Ac-
knowledgment of the great Good You
have done, and of the good Example You
have given in an Age abandoned to all the
profane and 1dle Ways of {quandermg
Eftates and Riches without the leaft
Dread of an Account to be given for fuch
Talents received and abufed.

i

* A certain unknown Prasowx, who within thefe few
Years had laid out very confiderable Sums of Money in

parchaling Bibles, and other Books of Devotion and Piety,
for the Ufe of the People committed to the Care of the
Author of thefe Papers,
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Your commendable Zeal to reftore and
promote the Knowledge and Love of the
Bible, at a Time when this facred Book
is attacked by Infidels, and o much neg-
le¢ted by Chriftians, will, one would hope,
ve unttated, at leaft by all {uch as confider,
that the Chiiffran Religion at firft, and
afterwards the Refermation, which we all
pretend to wvalue, were carried on, and
citabhihed, by publithing and difperfing
the Sergptures in the Language of every
Nation.—And, wdeed, it 18 to be fuf-
petted, that many of thofe, who now fet
themicvlves fo indultricufly to revile the
Revelations and Doftrines of the Gofpel,
are in the Service of that Church which de-
mies Chriftians the free Ule of the Bidl.

If this excellent Kind of Charity has
fuffered in the Opinion of fome, when they
have not found the withed-for Eftedls of
diftributing good Books amongft the com-
mon People, it is much to be feared, that
this has been too often occafioned by thofe

wha




The Epiftle Dedicatory. v
who have had the Part of diftributing
them; For it will be found—That the
beft of Bocks, when lightly given, will be
lightly valued, and as lightly made ufe of.

This, I hope, Madam, has in fome Mea-
fure been prevented by thofe who have
been your Almoners; who have taken
Care to give fome {uitable Advice and In-
{ftructions how to make Ul of your Cha-
rity to the Purpofes of a Chriftian Life..

I have often confidered and found by
Experience, that there 1s no Way fo likely
to influence the Lives of Chrifhians ;—To
infpire young People with a Senfc of Re-
ligion ;—T'o keep them from Backfliding;
and to {ecure, if poffible, the growing Age:
from the fad Contagion of the prefent; as
by leading them wery early to an Ordi-
nance, in which all the Means of Grace
and Salvation are exhibited to their View,
and in order to which they are always re-
quired to confider their Ways;—To renew
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their Purpofes of Obedience ;—And tobeg
thofe Graces which are necelfury to fit
them for Heaven and Happinefs, [ have,
therefore, in the following Papers, endea-
voured to make this holy Ordinance, and
the Duties required, as plain as may be to
the meanefl Capacity.

And I hope I have taken Care, as on
one Hand not to fiatter Sinners, {o on the
other,—not to fill the Minds of young
People with wnnceeflary Fears and Scru-
ples, or with the Difficulties of a due Pre-
paration, with refpect to a Duty which
ought to be the Fraftice of their whole
Lives : As if nobody ocuszht to go to this
Sacrament, but fuch as are as perfelt as
cver they hope to be.

1 have, therefore, in thefe fhort Devo.
tions, confulted both the Capacities and
Tempers ot Youny Communicants, forawhofe
Ufe this is claefiy intended, who are apttobe
unpatient, and weary of longer Piayers,

| And




The Epiflle Dedicatory. Vit
And I would hope that the Specimen of
Devorions, before and after the Commu-
nion, will not only anfwer that End, but
will be of Ufe to lead Chriftians to make
proper Refle€tions, when they read, or hear-
the Scriptures read, at other Times : —For
want of which, thefe Holy Writings are
too often read and beard witheut any
great Benefit, and without affcéling the
Minds, or influencing the Lives of thofe
that hear them daily.

Having obierved with Concern, how
often People diftradt themifelves with turp-
ing to other Books of Devotions, when
‘they fhould attend to the public Service of
the Church ; to prevent this, 1 have added
the whole Communion-Service, with {uch
thort Obfervations, Prayers, Ejaculations,
&c. as may be proper to help devout
Minds, without diverting them from the
Duty they are about. '

And the Obdfervations upon the Rubricks,
upon theCommandments, and Warnings, &e.

‘d'r'hlfh
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which thould be confulted at Home, will
be of Ufe to thew thofe of cur Communions
how well the Church has provided for the
Inflrudiion, Ldification, and Salvation, of
all her Members..

In fhort, there is nothing wanting to
make this Holy Ordinance to be reverenced,
and clofed with, by all Perfons, and upon
all Occaflions,. but a true Underftanding of
1its Meaning, and the Ilefiings annexed to
it : Where this End is in any good Mea-
{ure attained, either by this, or any other
Books on this Subjett, God will be greatly.
olorificd; which is the great End -
tended by the following Papers, and prayed

for by,

Mapaa,
Your Affectionate Friend, and.

Servant in Jefus Chrift,

THLE AUTHOR,




