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TO THE

RIGHT WORSHIPFUL
JOHN OFFLEY

OF

MADELY MANOR, IN THE COUNTY OF
STAFFORD, ESQ.

My most Homoured Friead.
SiR,

I uave made so ill use of your former favours, as by them
to be encouraged to entreat that they may be enlarged to the
Patronage and Protection of this Book; and I have put on a
modest confidence, that I shall not be denied, because it is a
Discourse of Fish and Fishing, which you know so well, and
both love and practise so much.

You are assured, though there be ignorant men of another
belief, that Angling is an Art; and you know that Art better
than others; and that this is truth, is demonstrated by the
fruits of that pleasant labour which you enjoy when you
purpose to give rest to your mind, and divest yourself of your
more serious business, and, which is often, dedicate a day or
two to this recreation.

At which time, if common Anglers should attend you, and be
eye-witnesses of the success, not of your fortune but your skill,
it would doubtless beget in them an emulation to be like you,
and that emulation might beget an industrious diligence to be
so; but I know it is not attainable by common capacities. And
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THE EPISTLE DEDICATORY

there be now many men of great wisdom, learning, and ex-
perience, which love and practise this Art, that know I speak
the truth.

Sir,—This pleasant curiosity of Fish and Fishing, of which
you are so great a master, has been thought worthy the pens
and practises of divers in other nations, that have been reputed
men of great learning and wisdom, and amongst those of this
nation, I remember Sir Henry Wotton, a dear lover of this Art,
has told me that his intentions were to write a Discourse of
the Art, and in praise of Angling: and doubtless he had done
so, if death had not prevented him ; the remembrance of which
hath often made me sorry; for if he had lived to do it, then
the unlearned Angler had seen some better Treatise of this Art,
a Treatise that might have proved worthy his perusal, which,
though some have undertaken, I could never yet see in English.

But mine may be thought as weak, and as unworthy of
common view ; and I do here freely confess, that T should rather
excuse myself, than censure others, my own discourse being
liable to so many exceptions; against which, you, Sir, might
make this one,—That it can contribute nothing to your know-
ledge. And lest a longer Epistle may diminish your pleasure,
I shall make this no longer than to add this following truth,

That I am really,
SR,

Your affectionate Friend,
And most humble Servant,
Iz. Wa.



ILLUSTRATIONS

You are well overtaken, Gentlemen, a good morning

to you both . ; s ; : A : Frontispiece

1 thought we had wanted three miles of this house till
you shewed it to me: but now we are at it, we’ll
turn into it, and refresh ourselves .

There my Hostess shall now dress it after my fashion,
and I warrant it good meat 7

Get secretly behind the tree, and stand as free from
motion as is possible . : s e . " -

Here’s to you a hearty draught, and to all that love us,
and the honest Art of Angling . : ‘ s

Who Hunts, doth oft in danger ride;
Who Hawks, lures oft both far and wide;
Who uses Games shall often prove
A loser; but who falls in love,

Is fettered in fond Cupid’s snare :

My Angle breeds me no such care

And then an ingenious Angler may walk by the river
and mark what flies fall on the water that day

The great Trout that is near an ell long, which was of
such a length and depth that he had his picture

drawn . : ; . 5
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ILLUSTRATIONS

Old Oliver Henley, now with God, a noted Fisher both
for Trout and Salmon : : - -

How to roast him when he is caught .

Go yourself so far from the water-side, that you per-
ceive nothing but the top of the floats, which you
must watch most diligently : . . ;

1 have taken many a good Eel by Snigling . . . .

In a morning up we rise, ere Aurora’s peeping,
Drink a cup to wash our eyes, leave the s!ugga.rd
sleeping: . : s : ; :

To that purpose I will go with you to Mr. John Stubs,
near to the Swan in Golden-lane :

Malzes excellent sport for young Anglers, or boys, or
women that love that recreation . . . 5 .

And pray let's now rest ourselves in this sweet shady
arbour, which Nature herself has woven with her
own fine fingers . - ’ ; . . 0
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