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Introduction

THE name of Gabrigle &* Annunzio is bnovon
to but few of thore whs make wp the read-
ing public in this country, and so in presenting ibe
Sirse translatisn from the work of this young
dtalian that bas been published on this side of the
water, a4 few words of introduction fo the man
and bir writings teem sisential..
Witk tke firit tramslationr of kir work fmte
French, wow seogral years age, bis pame¢ became
. knovon at ance in all the literary circles of Ewrspe,
He bas found an incomparable transiater in M.
&' Herelle, and is, perbaps, to-day more toidely
kaowon in France than in bis own country.  Henry
Fames once said of bim : * He speaks so lond that
ome bears bim well snly from a distance.”
Appearing wpon their borizon g5 be did, at a
% time wwhen the Frenck were beginning to tire of
=% the Humanitarian and Sociakist novelists of Russia,
 and of the Individualise Norwegion dramatises,
v
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this man, witk bis rare faculty of looking ar life
both from without and from within, wen a more
imstant recogmition thaw might stherwite bave
been bis,

«« The Romantic poet of the Italisn Renali-
samce ® — this is what Fales Lemaltre bas colled
bim —is a fresh blossoming of that gemins whose
bright smile bas 5o often warmed onr bearts,
After the balf-cemeury of wnuseal sterifity which
dasted wntil the complevion of Italisw wwity in
1870, the Italian brain began to work again, and
the Pemimsuwla became first the rebool of crimimale-
gitts and phyrivlgiris, and wow jratiered through-
ot the couniry are a mumber of writers of travel,
of fictivn, and of verse, whose work entitles them
te recogmition mot omly at bome, but abread. Ed-
monds de Amicis, I¥ Annenzio, Corducci, Fopaz-
zare, Rovetta, Mathilde 8evao, Gisvanni Farga,
all bave international reputations. OF theie men,
Gabriele d' darunzio, the poct-mowelist, is the
writer of greatest promimence in Italy, and some
think one of the most wnigue figures in contempo-
rary literatare.  He i not yer thirty-three years
old, In 1883 be published a volume of werse, the
¢ Canto Nuove, " Intermezzo di Rime,"" exgui-
site imart, but so darimgly erotic as to couse the
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same sort of & rcamdal in Italy thar was produced
in Enplend when Swinburne's © Poems and Bal
Lads™ first appeared. Thir was followed by other
poems wbich bave caused bim {o be rasked by 10
eminent 4 enitic as M. Eugine Melchior de Vogiid
as the foremaost of moders Iialion poets. -
I Annanzic bas related with perfect frankness
the effect upom bimielf of the sudden success which
follozed bis carly efforts. = Every one soughi
me, burned incense before me, made a god of me,”
be says, o I appealed especially to women. In
tbis lay a great dawger for me,  Praive intoxi-
cated me, Eager for its pleasares, I threm myself
desperately inte Life with all my youibfal arder, [
committed fault gfter foalt. I skirted a thowtand
precipices. A sort of apbrodisiacal maduess took
bold of me. I published a little book of poerms
entitied © Intermezzo di Rime,” where in plastic
werse of famltlers prosody I sang of all the pleaiures
of the flesh, with a shamelessness which I bave
mever seem excepd in the freest poets of the XV 1.
and XV 11, centuries. Ay was just, I began to
pay for my mistakes, my disvipations, my excesres.
I began to suffer with the same intensity with
wbich I bad enjoyed. Sufering made 2 new man
of me. The works of Tolstei and of Dostiieoshy
vii
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belped to develop mew feelings within me,  And
wow that my art was ripe, I sweceeded ot once in
expresing my newe comeeption of Jife in & complere
and organic whole, — in my movel called L' In-
mocente.”’
It is ewidene that be bimself considers the nove]
bis chosen vebicle of expression, and bis bave thus
Sfar been the rewealers of bir owwn intererting if
not always admirable persomality, He admits that
bis beroes are largely porirajis of bimself. In
bit latest work, the “Fergine delle Rocce,” may
be foand o pasiage which expresses in a_few words
Bis attitude toward ffe. + Praise be to my an-
cestors,"” ke say, ““whe, from the remate cen-
turies, bave trawimitted to me their rick and
feroid Blsod.  Praise be to them, wow and for-
ever, for the glorions wounds they opened, for the
glorions conflagrations they kindled, for the fair
goblets they draimed, for the fair garments they
wore, for the fair women they enjoved, for alfl
their slagghbters and intoxications, their extrava-
gances and excesses, since thus they formed in me
these fioe semses im whick thoy, O Beauty of the
World, canst wastly and profoundly mirvor thyself”
as in five vast and profound seas.”’  Hir worship
of Beauty, in waturs, in arf, in music, & a reli-
viii
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giom with bim so far ar be can be said to bave 2
religion. His is rather a beawtiful paganism,
wkich, to wre Biy oo words emce more, % indir-
solwbly reamites art e lfe, art the discoverer of
trath, creator of beauty, purveyor of joy.”’

M. de Poglid, who bar written a masterly
eriticism of IV Anaunzio and bis writings, defends
bimaelf for praising so bighly works whick bave
but a distant relation te morals by peinting eut
that D' Awnunzio it never valpar, that the breath
of art it eoer all, that bis works are the result of
ipontancoms, irresistible temperament, and wot of
specwlation ; that a Rabelais or a Boccaceis, &
Loti or a IF Annuwzio giee exprossion to their own
matgres, and that they bave motbing in commen
with the literary tradesmen whe write to ratisfy
a certain public.

The rhree movels apon whick D Annunzic's
reputation maimly resty each bears wpom its title-
page the words * Romances of the Rose.”’ These
are ** Piacere,” which appeared in 1889, */ L' In-
mocente,"" in 1802, and * Trionfo della Morse,”?
in 1804, Qf the latrer M. de Pogiid says that
it bai a right o be kmown ay one of the master-
books of our time. They are all three accessible
in French, but are bardly translatable inte Eng-
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fish.  He wow promises as a sequel do these, and
in comirart to them, a secomd rerier to be called
@ Romances of the Lily,'" — ** Don “fuan Com-
verted,” to guote M. Rénd Doumic, — in which
we may Lok for something upow a distincrly bigher
moral plane.  The ** Fergine delle Rocce,’ the
first of the wew series, bar just been insued.

I the < Trionfs delle Morte,® George Anrispa
fmally dies and dragy Hippolyte to ber death, be-
cause be % camnst make bis life correspond 1o bis
dreams  In thic beok D dwpanzie succeeds
twhere Tolitsi failed, in convincing wi that :m—}
sgality ledds to crime.  The comciusion & av irre-
sistible ar the catastropbe in a Greek trapedy.
e see as we follomw the coarre of this story the
verification of the low that & looe which is parely

aartbly can find complete savisfaction only in death.

QFf bis bere D' Awmungio says, * No, biy
wretchedngs was wot cagsed by any buman being,
it came from the essemce of life iwelf! He
skowld bave complained, wot of the loved ome, but
of lowe itself, Love, toward whick bir whole
being reached owr with imvincible impetuosity,
Jove ir of all tbe vorvews of this earth the moit
lamentadle.’”

o I think you love me,"” rays George to Hippo-
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