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PRP: :;"'!LCE-

EveRY man is @ debior to his profession, At the outset
of his career, the cumrent practice which e adopts is an
inkeritance left him by his professional ancestry; and this,
in turn, is to be tronsmitted to the next generation with
such additions as hiz own industry, sagacity, and theifi, have
Leen able to accwmnulate during a life of professional toil.
Science prows by the increments —insignificant, perhaps, in
thetselves —which individual experience contributes o the
common stock; snd ne one has a moral right to leave the

world without faking cave to assure to posterity the net re

sults of a life devoted to a apecial pursat,

The predession of teaching has not enjoyed = profusion of
such legacies, While men in other professions willmgly
comtribiote the resules of their metured expericnee to those
whao are to suceeed them, teachers have been slow to render
such a service to their professional brethren.  Compared
with Law, WMedicine, and Theolegy, Teaching is almost
without a professional literamre. In the other professions

named, not only is there a vast collzction of practical works,
{7}



i PREFACE,

the recorded resulis of individual experience, bat there are
puamerons ireatises on the lhisiovy and philesophy of the
several sciences—attempts to coliate the grear facts in each
art, and to deduce from them cerain first principles which
may serve to prepare the way for o more rational practice,
Of works of the first class there are but comparatively few to
which teachers may have access; while of the second class
there is scarcely a single example, in English, which, with
aty propriery, can be celled o treatise om the philnsophy
of education.  The grezt law of the division of lzbor has
called into existence o new class of professional men, whose
duty 18 the supervision of schools and school systems; yet,
wp to this tme, no work, not even the most elementary, has
heen published o an art whose importarce can scarcely be

aver-eshmated.

The present worl is offered 23 a contribuiion 1o the prac-
tical literaouze of teaching, Its gencrzl scops and purpose
arg Dbest explained by vemarking that it is a record of ex-
perience,  The plans and suggestions which it embodics
were not inspired by mere theories of what aught to be,
ar of what might be, but are the results which have been
reached in the course of a eonsiderzble experience in the
management of schocls, 16 s not meant by this that all
the plans herein contained are original, on the contrary,
many of them have come, either by suggestion or adoption,

from the curreni practice in school supervision. The writer
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will scarcely be robbed of any credit whick really belongs
to him, if the reader iz lefi to infer thar this book merely
presents an owtline of the practice which is current in our

best graded-schools.

[t is due alike to the reader, the writer, and the critic,
to state thac this treatise 13 written from a partieclar point
of view,—tiat of 4 superintendent of a school system such
as is found in the smaller cities of this country. T do not
presume to write for the lanstruction of those who superin-
tend the school systems of owr larger citles.  Having had
uo experience in work of such magnitude and complexicy,
I have no fimess for giving advice zs to the doing of this

variety of school-worl.

I zm not aware that a work of this special character has
ever been presented to the pa@ic; and, as it has Dbeen
comrposed without models to foliow, it will, no doubt, be
easy to base z just critelsm both on ity metter and its
method. I it serve no other goed purpose, it will, T
hope, stimulate abler hands to cxecute a similar undertak-
ing, more worthy of the profession whose interests it is de-

signed to promote:

The doctrines whkich are embodicd o this work aqe ex-
pressed with the usmost frankness, yet not, T hope, with
any thing which borders on dogmstism,  Freely granting to

all men the right fo express their opinicns with freedom znd



