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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

Tats is perhaps an egotistical book ; egotistical certainly in
ita form, yet not in its purpert and essence.

Personal reasona the writer cannct wholly disown, for deair-
ing to explain himzelf to more than a few, who on religions
grounds are unjustly aliensted from him. If by any motive
of curiosity or lingering remembrances they may be led to
read his straightforward account, he trusts to be able to show
them that he has had no ehodes but to adopt the intellectual
conclusions which offend them ;—that the difference between
them and him turna on questions of Learning, History, Criti-
cism and Abstract Thought ;}—and that to make their results
(if indeed they bave ever deeply sud honestly investigated the
matter) the tests of Ads spiritual state, is to employ unjust
weights and a false balance, which are an abomination to the
Lord. To defraud one's neighbour of eoy tithe of mint and
eummin, would seem o them a gin: i it less to withhold -
affection, trust and free Intercourse, end build up unpassable
barriers of coldness and &lsrm, against one whose sole offence
is to differ from them intellectunlly #

But the argnment before the writer is something immensely
greater than a personal one.  So it happens, that to vindicate
himself is to eatablish & mighty trath ; & truth which can in
po other way so well enter the heart, as when it comes em-
bodied in an individual case. If he can show, that to have
shrunk from his successive convictions would have been * in-
fidelity " to God and Truth and Righteousness ; but that Le
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bas been “faithful ® to the highest and most urgent duty ;—it
will be made clear thet Belief is cue thing and Faith another ;
that to believe is intellectual, nay possibly “earthly, devilish ;"
and that to set up soy fixed creed as a test of spiritual cha~
racter is & most unjust, oppressive and mischievous supersti-
tion. The historical form has been deliberately selected, as
eagier and more intereating to the reader ; but it must not be
imagined that the author bes piven his mental history in
geversl, much less en sutobiography. The progress of his
creed 18 his sole subject ; sod other topics are introduced
either to illustrate this or as digressions suggested by it

Aareh 22ad, 1830,




PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

I =AvVE expanded a few passages in the later portiona of this
book, where, by reason (I suppose) of my too great brevity,
I have been greatly misspprehended. For the same reason I
have enlarged a short discussion inte an entire new chapter,
en the Moral Perfection of Jesua. Disagreeabla experience
warns me, that hostile reviewers will endeavour, aa before, to
excite prejudice agminst me, by picking out my conclusions,
and carefully stripping off every rsmeon which I assign, as
also every qualifying and softening eddition; preparatory to
turning on me, and charging me with “inconsistency,” for
not being e one-sided as they have told their readers that I
am. I now say: not only is this careful suppression of my
arguments & cowardly trick, and a mark of their conacious
weakness ; but, as they well know that every word whispered
against the personsl perfection of Jesus is intensely offensive,
I charge them, (if they have some consvience, as I hope,) not
to outrage their readers end pretend it is I who do so. To
give my reasons, &s well as my conclusions, may aid to a true
and stable resnlt, whether I prove convincing or unconvincing,
To give my conclusions aleme and insdequately, can proceed
from none but & malignant intention,

I have also ndded a chapter at the end, chiefly in reply to
the “Eeclipse of Faith," » book which has been highly ex-
tolled as & refutation of my writinge

May, 1853
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PHASES OF FAITH.

CHAPTER L
HY YOUTHFUL OEEERD.

I rrrar began to read religious books at achool, and especially
the Bible, when I was eleven years old; and almost imme-
diately commenced & habit of secret prayer. But it was not
until I wes fourteen that I gal ﬂpmyﬂaﬁn:iuidunfn
& acheme of doctrine,” or could hws been called a # converted
person”™ by cne of the Evangelical School. My religion then

mrﬁni.nly exerted & great gemeral influence over my conduct;
for I soon underwent varions persecution from my schoolfel-
lowa on acconnt of it: the worst kind consisted in thulr deli-
berate attempts to corropt me. An Eveogelicsl clergymen at
the school gained my affections, and from him I imbibed more
and more mumhg the full ereed which distingnishes that
body of men; a body whose bright side I shall ever appreciate,
in spite of my present perception that they have s dark side
aleo, I well remember, that one day when I eaid to this
friend of mine, that T muId oot undecstand how the doctrive
of Election was reconcilable to God's Justice, but supposed
that T should know this in due time, if I waited and believed
His word ;—he replied with emphatic commendation, that
thia waa the spirit which God slwsys blessed. Buch was the
beginning and foundation of my faith,—an unhuitutm%
eonditional acceptance of whatever was found in the Bible.
‘While I am far saying that my whels morel conduct waa
subjugated by my creed, I must insist that it was no mers
fancy resting in my inbellect: it wes really operative on my
temper, tastes, pursuits and conduct.

When I waa sixteen, in 1831, T was “uuu.ﬂrmad"':{ Dr.
Howley, then Bishop of London, and endeavoured to
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myeelf with grea.ter decigion and more conscientious con-
sisteney the whole yoke of Christ. Every thing in the Servies
was solemn to me, except the bishop: he seemed to me a
made-wp man and a mere pageant. 1 also remember that
when I was examined by the clergyman for confirmation,
it troubled me much that ke only put questions which tested
my memory concerning the Uatechism and other formulas,
imetead of trying to find out whether I had eny actnal faith in
that sbout which I was to be called to profees faith: I was
not then aware that his sole duty was to try my bnowladge,
But I already felt keenly the chaem that eeparated the High
from the Low Church; and that it was impossible for me to
sympathize with those who imagined that Forme could com-
mand the Spirit.

Yot so entirely was I enslaved to one Form,—that of ob-
serving the Bundsy, or, as 1 bad learned falsely to call it, the
Sabbath,—that I fell into painful and injorious conflict with &
superior kinsman, by refusing to obey his orders om the
Bunday. He atterapted to deal with me by mere authority,
not by instruction; and to yield iy conscisnce to suthority
would have been to yield up all spiritual life. I erred, but I
was faithful to God.

When I was rather more than seventeen, I subscribed the
39 Articles at Oxford in order to he admitted to the Uni-
versity, Bobecription was “no bondage,” but pleasure; for I
well knew and loved the Articles, looked on them a8 &

t bulwarl of the trath; & bolwark, however, not by being
mposed, but by the spiritual and classical besuty which to me
ghone in them. Put it was cerfain to me before I went to
Oxford, and manifest in my firet acquaintance with it, that
very few academicians could be gaid to believe them. Of the
young men, not one in five seemed to have any religious con-
victions at all; the elder remidents seldom or never showed
sympathy with the doetrines thaf Em&dn that formula, I
felt from my first day there, that the system of compulsory
subscription was hollow, falee, and wholly evil. .

Oxford is a pleasant place for muﬁnﬁoﬁimdu,—-{riandu of
nll gorts that yonng men wish. Onoe who is above envy and
gcorns servility,—who can pratee and delight in sll the good
qualities of his equsls in age, and does not desire to set him-
eelf above them, or to vie with his superiom in rank,—may
have more than enough of friends, for pleasure and for profit,
Bo certainly had 1; yet no one of my equals pained any as-



