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AUTHOR'S PREFACE,

This cowpilation commences with the werival of the
American sqnadron in 1833 and ends with the taking of
Hakodaté in 1869, T have found slight dizevepancies in
the varion: aecounts of this period whicl I have seen, wad
have endeavoured to srrive ai the froth by eouzalting
them- impartinlly. I bave no doubt, howsever, that move
learned persons than myzell will be able to discover mis-
takes and obscurities o what T have pul togatlier in this
way, aid I shall be gratelul for their suggestions.

Public documents and memorials are often of unncees-
sary lemgih. I have therefore been ecareful to alwidge
them as much as possible, so a3 not to faligue my reader,

An old axiom says thst o bistovise is worthless unless
la possesscs untive ialeot, Iom'niug and wizgdom, A
I canwot lay claim (o aoy one of these qualifications, Lhers
15 woodonbt that o thns 1'n.nhlj' mkillg ap my pen, 1 CXPoge
wysell to the seeusation of haviog attewpted whal is be-
yond my powers. Lot there ave few complote awd an-
thentic bistories of medern evenis. Lo the gue o Llwo
works which do exist, the authors lave either vmiited
everything which they thought likely to give oftonce, ov
biave made their relation 2o obacure 58 to render it hopos-
sible to understand clearly what the real course of events
has been, For this veason I have disregarded my own
unfitness for the task, and have recovded summarily what
hns taken place for the use of theose who may heresfter
wish to write npen this subject.

§  SHOZAN YASHL
1871,
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INTRODUCTTON,

I'r iz ulmaost inpossible that aoy person whose attention
haz heen drawn io the exiraordinavy eforis which the
teadars of the Jupunese nation arve daily making to rnize
their eountry to alevel in point of moral and matorizl civi-
lization with the Cecidenlal World should remain content
with neting merely what is passing areund him at the
present moment. An anzlysiz of the eanzes of this desire
for progress, which sesins to be pecnlinr to Jupan alous
nmong Fastern Nulions, would require a far greater know-
lodga of s past polilieal history and habits of thonglht
than ooy forcigner yet possesses ; bntat the same lime some
fight may evidently Le obtained from the sindy of the
most recent events, It iza fortunate thing, thevefore, that
n native writer shonll have undertuken to compile n work
which presenis so comparct a snovmary as this does of what
s passed sinee the sudiden arvival of ihe American sguad-
ron in 1833 awoke Japan from the almost undisturhed
glumber of the last two and a lalf centories.  To any fu-
ture foreign historian of the relations between it and the
onter world, sneli o work, compiled from the most trost-
worthy sourees, eaunnt fuil 1o be of the srentest uso,
amil it iz ehiefly with the olject of facilitating such Inhonrs
that the task of putting it into an Foglish dress has heen
undertaken.

The author, for what other reason than a dislike fo
notoriety does not appear, hag chosen to conceal hig iden-



1.

tiry in the preface under the fictitions name of ‘ the rustie
annalist of the pepper mountain,’ but as he has half re-
vesled it on the title-page, which annonnees that the work
g printed for Yauacvemn Umn, there enn be no indis-
erelion in stating that le 15 a0 ancient official of the For-
eign Department as it was eonstituted nndov the adminis-
tration of the Shagnns, and now an official of the Nom-
hushd or Fduention Deparfment.  These two  facls are
presumplive ovidenee of impartinlity, sinea to fivour the
cme side ton much wmighl be stigmatized as ingratitode for
pnst henefitz, while too great lenieney to the other wonld
indlicate an indifferenee to present emioluments somawhal
(TN

Far the litevary mevits of the work theve is little fo le
said. It is eomposed in imitation of the torse siyle of the
Chiness nonaliste, and is thersfore slmost fneapable of
being vendered at onee literally and into idiomatic English.
Fremiom of translation, where the ohjeet dogs not happen
o e the tlusteation of wative modes of expression, iz al-
ways nilvisable, espeeially if the iden of the eriginal iz
therely more eovreetly conveved, and 1t may be ns well to
warn stmibenis of the longuage that they must not cxpect
to find heove an instrnmeet to aid them io the dissection of
Japanesa (or ather Chinese) ayntax,

Dintes on whicl events oceurred are ofton stated veguely
in the original, the wonth only being usoally given. As
ihe Japanese mouths seldom coineide with those of the
Ciregorinn ealendnr {which has only been ndopted =inee the
commencement of the enrrent year) it has scemed prefo-
alila to transinie literally o (his instance and (o give in
backets the Grecorian dates which ecorrespend to the
beginning gl end of each montl, The precise day,
where possible, hins heen sapplied in footnotes from the

ienji Yome-monogaiari (Y0}, Parlinmentnry Papers
wml ofler gonroes.
TaE TrawstaTon.



KINSE SHIRIAKU,
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SHORT HISTORY OF RECENT TIMES.

VOLUME I

1853.—TIn the sixth monih (July Sih—Angnst Jed,
1833, July Tih. G Y. M) of the sixth yeur of K-
yei, in the iz of the Foperor Kdmel Tennd, the Ame-
vienn Envoy Peviy arvived ot Urngn in Sagami with foar
shipe, and, handing fa o letter, asked for n treaty of amity
and commeree. To those davs ol classes of ihe nation were
soneenstomel toa pencelnl zad enjoralle existence that the
anddenness of thie event ennsed grenl exeitemeant. T was
i adelent custom nob to allow foreign vossels Lo onter
amy port bot that of Nagnsaki, and this old law was fully
explained to the Fovoey, who, however, would not lizten.
The Bakulu ! eventually received tle leitter at Shimaoda,
and pedered the daimids ' to pusrd the most important
ateategivel peaitions  in BMuosashi.  The object of the

Amearican mission was then reported fo Kidte, nud ovders

(B Bl 13 the terin by which the Shigunate was nasally
spoekon of Ly its political opponents. Tt 43 devived from fele, o
curtain (in allnsion to tho fet of its Bead beiuyg o feneral, whose
camp in Japan wes usnally sorounded by o eurtaiu) and S, o
government office

(2} Territorial nobles.  Although ft 835 somewhat of o Tnrbariam
to make the plural of o Japanees word with an Unglish sutliv, it is
better to do so for the sake of clearnesa,



