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PREFACE

BY
Hiz Exmmvexce, Jaxes Carpival GiHEONS
Archbesiop of Balfimore

Waexn we look about us to-day we are appalled
at the evils that have erept into human sociely.
The world is just passing through a crisis brought
on by materialistic thought. These post-bellum
times are called the reconstruction period. The
great moral forees of the day are seeking a remedy
for the ills of society.

Thoughtful mey are bemnuing to realize that
religion 1s the only cure for these ills. Now more
than ever, perhaps, they are convineed thal human
society musl be puided by o lugher principle than
mere human statutes. This prineiple must be
divine law expressed in terms of religion that
operates in men’s lives.

Unfortunately many have come to look upon
religion as a mere ereed, a system of forms, a eold
intellectual eode. This faulty conception is due,
at least m part, to our emphasis of theological
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vi PREFACE

conclusions, our zeal to propagate the dogmas
of Faith, thus making it appear that the intel-
lectual is the all-important phase of religion.

The Apostle 5t. James (Ep. 1, 27) says: " Reli-
gion clean and undefiled before God and the Father
is this: to visit the fatherless and the widows in
their tribulation: and to keep one’s self unspotted
from this world.” In tlus the Apostle wishes to
say simply that charily is the soul of religion.
In the same manner our divine Saviour Himself
reduces religion to the single prineiple ol love:
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with
thy whole mind . . . Thoushall love thy neighbor
as thyself. On these lwo ecommandments depend-
eth the whole law and the prophets.” (St Matt.
99, 37-40.)

It is for this reason Wial the author of this vol-
ume says : *Love is the essence of religion.”  This
is his fundamental thesis. The dogmas of Faith,
the truths, the practices, the Church, the Com-
mandments, the Sacraments, all are but means of
engendering love for God in the hearts of men.

“God placed man upon the earth for the sole
purpose of learning to love Him,” says the author;
“the love of God is man’s mission upon earth.
But to love God we must know Him; the more
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we understand God’s loyve and bounty toward us
the more we are impelled to love Him.”

When we love God we are prompted o serve
Him; for love moves ns almost violently to do
services for those whom we love. In revealed
religion God has furnished us the means of serving
Him and thus manifesting our love for Him.
When we believe in IHim we are serving Him.
In the same manner we manifest our love for Him
when we worship Him and keep His Command-
ments. But since God is our eommon Father we
are all children united 1in one brotherhood. Henee
we ean show our love for God by our love and kind-
ness for our fellow men. God permils some of
His children Lo be poor, afllicted, distressed szo
that we can show our love for Him by earing for
them.

This is the true concept of religion when viewed
in its relation to men’s lives. 1t 15 the newness
of lifc of which St. Paul speaks. It elevates man
above lus own naltural sphere and enables im to
live according to the mind and heart of God. In
Lhe principles which the author here expounds for
the teaching of religion these ideals are clearly set
forth. He shows always the relation of religion
to human life. He ocutlines the rules and prin-
ciples by which zealous teachers may effectually
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engender religion in the lives of God's little
ones.

This work 1s undoubtedly destined to open up
a new field of thought for religious teachers. In-
deed it almost seems providential coming as it
does in this eritical epoch of the world’s history.
At a thme when materialistic science has arrozuted
to itself the ereated world around us, this work so
interweaves nature study with religious teaching
as to make nature the open book that tells the
secrets of God’s love and bounty.  In this il leads
us back to the great works on nalure such as the
Ilexameron, written by 5t. Ambrose in the fitth
century, But it also takes us back to the Canticles
of Azarias and his companions in Lhe fiery furnace
(Daniel 3, 52 55.) : “ All ye works of the Lord, bless
the Lord : praise and exalt Him above all forever.
... 0 ye heavens . . . O all ye walers . .. O
yve sun and moon . . . O ye stars of heaven ., . .
O every shower and dew bless the Lord: praise
and exalt Him above all forever.”

It was this kind of religion that made St. Franeis
a lover of nature, In the flowers and trees he saw
the bounty and the glory of God depicted. He
spoke to the little birds as his little brothers, All
creatures were his fellow creatures of God.

But, besides nature study, the author’s method



