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NOTE

The following pages have been printed
from my diary, and from letters written home
during the War in South Africa. | shall be
pleased if they are found in any way interest-
ing to friends, notwithstanding the great
number of accounts which have already
appeared.

F. M. C
MALTA,
Fan. rgo3.
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PART 1
TALANA AND DUNDEE HOSPITAL

THE detachment of the 1st Batt King's Royal
Rifles to which I belonged had been stationed in
South Africa since January, 1896, so that when the
war did come, in 18gg, it was no surprise to us.
Indeed, on our departure from India, many men
were heard to express their intenticn of * pulling
Mr. Kruger's whiskers,” and very soon after our
arrival at the Cape we started field days and
training in South African warfare. General Sir
Wm. Goodenough fully realised the possibility of
war with the Boers, and trained the troops under
him particularly in stalking and shooting, which
he foresaw would be so important; yet, being
anxious to do nothing in the way of hurrying
matters, he used the term “ South African” war-
fare, and forbad the words “ Boer” warfare.
General Goodenough was suceeeded by Colonel
Morgan-Crofton, and later by Sir William Butler,
and they too kept the troops employed, laying
particular stress on the necessity for intelligence
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