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PREFACE

Trr chief difficulties that face one entering on the study of
Hebrew arise from the number and instability of the masoretie
points and the changes incident to the weak, quiescent and gut-
toral letters. The aim to lessen these difficulties will explain
most of the departures in the following pages from what might
otherwise seem & more logical method of treatment. The plan
therefore has been to insist mainly on the verbs and to explain
the elements only as they are needed for immediate use in the
paradigms, introducing other portions of the accidence at the point
where they seamed to fit in best or were required for the exercises
or where it was desired to dwell for o longer time on the verb
that is being studied.

The whole question of half-cpen syllables and intermediate
shews has been left untcuched. The avoidance of the needless
confusion and discouragement they canse was thought sufficient
warrant for omitting what for the present are at best matters of
uncertainty.! The same motive will aleo explain the absence of
certain other technicalities in pronunciation and transliteration.

The exercises are based entirely on the selections from Holy
Beripture that are placed at the end. They will therefore serve
&t the same time as matter for drill and as a preparation for
reading, while the same word list will suffics for both. In con-
neotion with the exercises some short rules of syntax have been
inserted.

Owing to the brevity and fewness of the salections a certain
sameneas in the ezercises was almost unavoidable. But it is
hoped that whatever dmwbacks result from confining them to

1CL Gesenina, Kontzech-Cowley, ad. 1010, . 10, d ; n. 46, d.
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80 parrow a rangs will be more than compensated for by the
advantages gained, For after the elements have been mastered
by their aid and the selections themselves have been studied, the
student will be in possession of a oonsiderabls vocabulary, will
be familiar with the more regular forms of the Hebrew sentence
and so will find himself fairly well equipped to proceed with the
ordinary aids to do his part *lest that precious heavenly treas-
ure of sacred books which the Holy Ghost has so munificently
bestowed upon men lis neglected.’”?

1 Cone. Trid., Seas. V.
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ACCIDENCE OF HEBREW GRAMMAR

Aleph
Beth
Gimel
Daleth
He
Waw
Zayin
Heth
Teth
Yod
Eaph
Lamed

—B

1. All these letters are consonants and are read from right te

left.

H
B
G
D
H
w
Z
H
T
¥
K
L

—l——

ALPHABET

ailent

gutiural

"l'nTthamﬁnn].

Y with a dot over the right arm is sk ; with the dot over the

left arm it is a.

= 3= = B [ with a dot in them are pronounced as in
English ; without this dot they are azpirated. These six letters
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Mem M
Nun b}
Bamek B8
Ayin H silent
Pe P
Bade 8 hard
Eoph K
Resh R

Bin 8
Bhin 8h
Taw T

make up the mnemonie word BeGaDEePheTh.
1



