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PRETFACE

By Sik SYDNEY OLIVIER, formerly Governor of

Yamaica

Tur war has augmented the senzible 1mportance
of Africa and Afncan peoples in the progress—
whether it is to be through conflict or through
co-operation—of the complex lite of our world,
and especially that of the Brivish Empire ; since
that Empire, according to the figures which M.
Harris gives on page 20 of this book, controbs
about one-third of the total population of the
continent, and oot far from half the total number
controlled by all Earopean Powers taken together.,
that blended tissne of
races, with all 1ts varieties of locally adapted
civilizatlons——in speaking and writing of which
we are accustomed to bandy summary generaliza-
tions about “The Negro,” “'The Black Man,”
or more vulgarly * natives V' or “ niggers "—have
both risen several degrees hugher above the
horizon of our general insular consciousness during
the war, and have themsclves, considering them
and their transplanted blood-relations in America
and the West Indies together, learnt a great deal
¥
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mare than they knew before about the white
man, the white man’s civilization and his actual as
distinguished from his official religion and morals,

Hpmhm:_ in very hroad generalities about this
increased confrontation, we may note four
important charactenietics in the development of
mutnal relations and attitudes.

First there was, on the part of these African
and African-born peoples, 2 warm and spontancous
manifestation of lovaly, goodwill and affection
owards the white States with which they were
azeociated.  Naturally courageous and alert to the
excitement of fghting, their men Eag,crl*v' voluni-
teered for enlistment in the Allied armies, and,
whether in hghting corpe or labour battahuns,
rendered admirable service and endured their full
share of hardships, disablement and loss of hfe.

And their people whe staved at home sent their
modest but not insignificant contributions of
work and money,

Theouzh this enthusiasm has met with some
disappointments, the experience has, on the whole,
I. bl-.']ilf-'l-'-".‘.} ._{'Ii['.i'IUI{,'.I:_'![,]. t}ll:' H{:Ii}{].".".'ill: 11_?}"31E}" H.Tl-L]
sense of solidarity out of which it sprang.

beconaly—the converse has happened. Many
intelligent and symypathetic white men and women
have had the opportunity better to realize the
qualities and capacities n:]t the African, and there
has been much genuine increase of appreciation
and respect towards him, Further, an attitude
of enhanced goodwill and rcﬂ]:-nnmb lity towsards
African races has been officially adopted and pro-
claimed in the Peace Convention, an attitude
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which will be to some extent at least embodied
in the mandates to the nations entrusted with new
sovereigntics in Africa by authority of the Council
of the Allies.

S0 much to the good. Unfortunately there
have beecn correspondingly negative evolutions.

For, thirdly, because the war has thrown many
ignorant persons into positions of military or
official authority, or has breught narrow-minded
or stupid private citizens into contact or competi-
tion in varicus relations with coloured men, and
because colour-prejudice 1= a very common
attribute of ignorance or stupidity and a con-
venient stallang-horse for elementary instinets of
eelf-interest an:l jealcusy, there have been both
unjust official discriminations to the prejudice of
“coloured ™ Britizh subjectz (some of them T am
glad to say, redreszed under pressure} and some
manifestations and preaching of colour prejudice
in industrial centres and in the Press. And in the
United States there have been, as was fully o be
expected, even more violent manifestations of this
noxions social distemper.

And, fourthly, conversely to this, the African
has learnt a good deal about the seamy side of the
white man. However uprightly and admirably he
may have been dealt with by European mission-
aries, administrators and colonists, and whatever
confidence and affecticn these may have won
with him, it has never been possible for him to
appraise the value and efficacy of the Christian
religion, as the religion of the white man, quite so
highly as the missionary and the administrator



