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Tue following sheets pretend to no merit in
composition, the writer pretends to no reputa-
tion as an author; the subject must be interest-
ing to every British reader, and if the eventa
are faithfully recorded, the work will deserve

some attention.

Unaccustomed for a series of years to any
great or continued exertion upon the continent,
the people of England almost doubted their
power or means of supporting one. The genius
of Lord Wellington, the bravery of British
troops, have removed this doubt.
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To the detail of the brilliant exploits by
which the early campaigns in Portugal and
Spain were distinguished, this work is dedi-
‘cated. The author has undertaken it, embold-
ened by the consideration, that from the oppor-
tunities which he enjoyed of observing the trans-
actions in the Peninsula, in most of which he
was personally engaged, he has the means of
relating them correctly.

- In the summer of 808 the first deputies
from the Austurias arrived in England; they
were so rapidly succeeded by others from every
part of the Peninsula, that after a very short
time there remained no doubt that the great
people, whom they came to represemt, were
determined to struggle for independence.

' The British ministers did-no more than echo
the sentiments of the nation when they de-
cided to give every support to this people;
and Sir Arthur Wellesley, who had been ap-
pointed to the command of a corps destined



