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PREFACE.

ry

* Romanece Dust from the istorie Placer! A far-
futched title I

True, it wag brought, afier many exewrsions of
faney round the world, and round the world in
search of w name that would cxactly hit every resd-
er's tagte, fromn no Jess distent a lawd than the now
Bl Dorado. If you kvew how difieult it is some-
times to find an cmpressive and original title for
a2 book of thizs kind—a book which dosz not
necessarily suggest a title from itself—you would
not object to the distance. Iicldng up perfectly
fitting and taking titles, is about as ensy as picking
up gold purses and diamond rings from the pave-
ments of New-York or Londom: sueh things do
exist, but fifty chances to one, you will find some
gharp-eyed or quick-fancied fellow iz before-hand
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with you, and has them snugly stowed away in his
pockets or pages.

But, perhaps, it is net the distance from which my
nnlucky specimen comes, that you objostto! No; ibis
not so mnch that, but * you don’t like to sco an an-
thor rush scross the Isthmus of propriety, in his
agony to aveid the Atlaptio of ecommon piace, and
plunging into the Preifie of noveliy, bring up some
miscrable melaphorieal nondeseript, nstead of & peaxl
of purity and price.” Usriainly not, but it mnst be re-
eollested—siill alicking to o Californin fignre—that
the host divers in the Golf canmot slways be sore of
thair oyslers, aml that when they find no pearls,
thoy conteut themsclves with the nuere—they hring
Lome the shells—and the shells “pay.”  Now,
this specimen may not be of the clearest water, but T
am indneed 1o think, that npon opening the following
pages, yoi will open the metaplior, and find, it not a
trne poarl, ab least mother o peml enough for a
vory decent Lawdle to the bool.

Bomuch for the name, shont which T shonld have
saitl nothing, had I not reccived an intimation from

a most distinguished Literary authority, that my title
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smacked of affectation, and was therefore not in the
best taste. Unluekily, it was already printed in
the running head to the pages, and could not be
changed.

Two or three of the shorter arficles were prepar-
ed long ngo; the others have Leen recently written,
partly to nee up a portion of the historieal mate-
rigls loft over from Kaloolah and The Derber; partly
as a diversion to more serioug labor, und partly
to leep alloat in the ovean of print until such
time as a bark of more prelemsion is resdy lo be
lannched.



