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PREFACE,

—

During the last three years the author has writlen a
erries of articles on the study of the English Classics, for the
NatoNarn JouRNAL oF Epvoation. The unexpected favor
with which they were raceived by the readers of this paper,
together with the fact that the mwethed which we Lave ad-
vocated has been, wholly or In part, adepted in noumerous
schools, has encouraged the author to révise and rearrange
these articles, and publisl: them in & permanent form. An
Introduction on teaching English Literature has been added,
together with much additional material, all of which, it is
to be hoped, wili in a measure supply a mneed long felt
inn this Lranch of stody.

This littla book is especially designed 28 a practical manual
fur young and inexperienced teachers and students of our
liternture, to be used In connection with the study of the
texta of various standard authora.

There are several ways in which this book may be used
to mdvantage :

L. Bimply as & book of reference,

II. As a text-book to be used in connection with a manual
and book of selections, as with Gilman, Shaw, and Brooke,
for manuals, and with Cleveland, Hunt, and Uiderwood for
gelections. '

HI. The entire courss may be based upon this book, taking
up In detall the “Introduetion,” illustrating every poiok
by selections and examples from the achool reading-books,
or works from the public or school library, and filling in’
orally whatever may be necessary. Fur instawee, let the
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“Norman Baron™ (Chapter IIL) be followed by some half
a dozen prose and poetical selections to be studied in the
_ same way. After a systematic method of studying the Eng-

lish texts has been sequired, the * Representative Authors '
may be taken up in the order and manner which s soggeated
in the succeeding chapters. The teacher should depend for
texts npon the many cheap paper editions, upon reading-
books, and works from the houschold, school, or public
library. Withomt much trouble, every member of tha class
eould be supplied with texts for Thanatopats, Deserted Fillage,
Cotler's Baturday Night, Lady of the Lake, Julius Cesar, ete.
Of course schoole in the larger towns and citles, amply pro-
vided with libraries and . facilities for getting books, would
have the pdventage over schools in the smaller villages; vet,
from our own experience, we aré convinced that even {n our
small towns the teacher, by using & Hitle tact and Ingemulty,
will be enabled to find all the material which may be neces-
sary to carry out in detall this or a similar plan of siudy.
This method wil eertainly require mueh time and patient
effort on the part of the teacher, but tl;a satisfactory resulis
obtained will more than repay him for (he extra labor,

The suceeading pages are the result of several years' expe-
rience in teaching English Literature in our publie schools.
It has been owr aim t¢ be comcise and practical; to make
every point plain, by using & somewhat slmple and homely
style of writing ; in short, to provide & working hand-book
which may be of every-day service to the student of litera-
ture, and afford him » plessant snd useful guide to more
extended studies,

Valusble help has been obtained from various sources, and
due credit ia given in the proper place,

: ALBERT F. BLAISDELL.
FROVINCETOWH, MAss,, Aogust, 18TE,
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