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PREFACE

Tur impunlse which moved us to write this
bouok was primarily indignatinn—iudignuﬁun at
facts. At facts learned slowly and gradually
by one of us through years of patient investi-
gation, and then told, all in one mass, to the
other, who thus eame to them with an abrupt-
nesg priving iotense vision, A work written in
the fervor of indigmation is apt to be violent,
unbalanced, and unjust. We were alive to this
danger; after some thought, we saw how we
could hest aveid it. It was by using in the
story facts only. 9009 is a story made of facis
—a Fact-Btory.

By this we do not mesn that 9009 is a biog-
raphy. Conviet 9009—John Colling—exists only
in our imagination. But everything that hap-
pens to 9009 within the prison is something
which has happeped to some cowviet in some
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PREFACE
prison (American prison) some time. And much
worse things could have happened to 9009, By
which we mean that moch worse things have
happened to gome convicts in some prisons some-
times—and we know of these things,

Bo that, besides sticking to truth in writing
the story of 9004, we have done more. We have
eliminated what was foo terrible about this
truth, and in the expression of that which we
have divolged we have uvsed repression. The
result, we think, i3 a simple, ¢lear, compressed
story, all of action, which shows how Society
creates a Monster, How Sociely through sheer,
crass stupidity, creates a Monster, which then
il has to destroy (stupidly) al the cost of labor,
blood, and (which may concern it more) of muoch

gold,
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