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THE

LAWS OF THOUGHT.

INTRODUCTORY HEMARKS.

I. Although there was probably no peried in
the world’s history when at least some attention
was not paid to the truths of Philosophy, yet it
was only zhoui two thousand five hundred years
ago that the Science of Mind began to be calti-
vated as a separate branch of human knowledge,
Bince that time, however, it has received more or
less attention in every country, and among every
people claiming even & moderate degree of civili~
sation, Btill, if there has been a time in the
world's life when mental science was neglected,
there is certainly no reason for apprehending that
such ignorance will again darken the human mind;
because, if Philosophy do not lead and guide man-
kind in their onward and upward progress, it will
at least keep pace with their advances, however
rapidly they may be made. One may well think
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it absolutely impossible to conceive of a period
when mankind will be so elovated and purified
that the study of philosophy can be laid aside as
unnecessary. On the contrary, the probabilities
are, that as humanity progresses in true civilisa-
tion; so will philosophy be held in greater estima~
tion, and also that many of the pursunits and
gratfifications which are now se eagerly followed,
and absorb so much attention, will assume their
true oolours, and, in comparison with its lofty
and pure emjoyments, appear evanescent and
worthless,

II. It is not diffionlt to account for the disre-
gard which has been paid to Mental Philosophy
for a considerable time. The Inductive method
of Bacow, which applied to physics, has wrought
such wonders, that the more valuable portion has
been comparatively thrown into the shade.

In ancient times, every crude notion that
entered the brain of a poet, recluse, or states-
man, was digoified with the name of Philo-
sophy, and the Deductive method, as applied
to physics, did so little for the advancement of
knowledge, that it came to be cast aside as com-
poratively useless. It may, however, be doubted
whether Induetion, so useful in discovering the
materialistic laws of nature, is equally serviceable
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in developing or applying the laws by which moral
truth is regulated. Admitting all that can be
claimed on behalf of Induction for advancing one
branch of science, it may be possible that, in re-
gard to the higherbranch,viz.,that which ¢oncerns
mean’s moral existence, it may have had a bad
effect in superseding the other method of enquiry
—the Deductive,

IIT. Philosophy, which literally means the love
of wisdom, has been held to include, among other
subjects of investigation, the science or method
by which man can ascertain the first principles
of moral truth. A treatise on the whole subject
would necessarily be very comprehemsive ; but
the present essay will be devoted to a particolar
section, or department of enquiry, rather than to a
discussion of the whole science. That there is in
the minds of all men a notion er conception of
some difference between right and wrong, will
scarcely be comtroverted, although many affirm
that such differencecan onlybefound inthed poste-
riort, or the resulis of certain actions, rather than
in the thing itself. There is, therefore, seme truth
te be found in the breast of man,either to & greater
orless extent; and it is to ascertainin what thisdif-
furence betweenrightand wrong consists,—whether
in the thing itself, @ priert, or whether in the ¢on-
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ceptions of it,or both put together,that the follow=
ing pages will be devoted. _If it be admitted that
there is an inherent, eternal, and immutable
difference in nature between virtue and vice, then
the question immediately suggests itself, What
makes right to be right, and wrong fo be wrong ?
Further, admitting that men have certain com=
coptions or ideas regarding these two terms,
where is the standard by which they fall to be
tested, and their accuracy ascertained? In other
words, is it possible to narrow the enquiry into a
few primary and essential truths, or axioms,
which will gunide the mind aright in its search
after knowledge, and form & touchstone by which
all subsidiary notions may be corrected ; or, to
supply & few guniding points by which the helms-
man can safely steer in his path through the
ocean of life ?

IV. The distinct object to be here kept in view
is practically the answering of these questions,—
to show, if possible, wherein man’s chief good is
to be found,—-to unfold those conditions which are
indispensable to a successful life; or rather the
duty required of man in order to secure the high-
est, and indeed only real ends of his existence.
It may be that, circumstanced as man is at pre-
sent, he cannot yield perfect obedience to the
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laws by which he is governed; but, admittizg
all this, it does not follow therefrom that he is
removed from the sphere of their operation, or
that he is at liberty to cast them aside alte-
gether. Althongh man may not new be able to
enjoy a state of pure happiness, that cun form no
sufficient reason why he should deviate further
from the right way, and thus render himself
more and more miserable.

V. That there is some rale for human guid-
ance, or, in other words, some law or laws in
existence by which man is poverned, is in the
highest degree likely, judging from the analogy
afforded by external nature, We see that the
heavenly bodies are kept revolving in their several
spheres by a fixed law. We find the same law
operating in the suspension of a drop of dew on a
summer evening. KEven a flake of snow is not
formed without the operation of its laws. So,
then, it is reasonable to conclude that the most
noble and the most valuable preduction to be
found in this world—the human soul itself—is not
left to chance, nor cast adrift on the wide ocean,
like a derelict ship. There is thus a strong
prima facie case made out for an investigation
into the law or laws of intellect, though whether
we can discover them rightly is another question.




