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PREFATORY.

FOR those who delight in tales of the marvelous,
fimp| e the ocean ia full of sugpestion ; but however en-
®EW tertaining such stories may be for those whose
minds require 8 strictly sensational diet, [ have chosen
to write for that class who prefer facts to fietion, and
& “plain unvarnished tale” to the creations of im-
agination. The sca may be considered a trite sub-
jeet by sone; but to the lover of nature its sublimity
never becomes commonplace. Its vastoess and its
vicissitudes, its solitary grandeur aod its stern reali-
ties of danger, combine to invest it with interest ; and
for those who have been long tossed on its waves and
spent their years in familiarity with its varying
moods, there is an indeseribable charm ahout it and
its incidents which will amply apologize for these
sketches.
Keepiog in view the excellence of truth in narra--

tives of this kind, I have endeavored to present only
facts, and make my pictures true to nature.

THE AUTHOR.
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