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PREFACE

STO THE FIRST EDITION.

[

To the members of the Firet Boptiesd Charel of Jeaus
Christ, of Pittaburgh. s

Dizsr Bxxremas 18 Tae LorD:

Fourfeen, years sgo; I wea called in the Providencs of Qod, ta
the eare of your souls. At that time you wera few ln nomber,
feabln 1o resaurees, and llke yaur brethren ta the days of Paul,
“ g aect evary where spoken eguinet.” [mmedistely after my
eonnection with you in the ral ralation, [ was called upen
to maintain the cause of troth sgaivoet fearful forme of error.

On varloos eeensionn, T hava oppoied from the polpit, sod oew
deam it my duty o -:lriou thrpegh the prass, the doctrins of
Rantivmal Salwsation. doctrine, while 1 mutilstes the schema
of salvation by grece.” utterly sets wside the suthority of
Chrlat on Lawgiver In Fion, and wheraver it s, antirely
supercedes the ordinance of Chrisfias Faptlim., It also de-
strovs the distloction God has tade between the choreh and tha

world. Henee, in all countries where the Bomish chareh in ss-

tablishod, and in pome Protestant provioces, sil ehildres sre
fafened by Rentism,—ell of the inhabitanis sre members of
the church, though they may be lofidals in sentiment, und more
degtuded then heathen inmorals; and spasequaently, purs -
tive Christisnity, both lo sepirit and form, 18 slmost wholly un-
known to tham.
With what abillty and fidelity T have apposed those srrors, I
leava you to ju:!f;n. (M poe thiog T am certain, that i, thet God
uwoaguiveoally givwen to un the ueal of his spprabution, in the
fuct, that he has incressed our number from twenty-seven, to
maora than four hundred, notwithstanding several churehes have
boan orgnnized of members dismissad from ue for (hat purpoes,
Whila we continue to etriva together for the Faifh and practics
of tha goapel in tha strength of the Laord, l=t us alao enltivats
those graces which sdern the christinn charactor—at ooce the
fruita of the Bpirit; sad s sure pladge of joys to coma. Eipe-



iv

elilly, wounld T exhort you to pray with, snd for Eru'd.‘r childean
aed {nstruct them in the knowladge of etetna! truth, at boma snd
In the Sabibath School. Mot from the consideration that the
Jaws wers circumcised, por from that of vows meda st the shrine
of the Man -6F ein, do I thus exhort von, but from the conniders-
Lian that thay eve youry by o Divine cavetitution, pnd hacau s
the Bpirit bas erpressiy commanded you to 'Bring up yourchil-
deoo in the norture abd admenition of the Lord,™
Lat un nat suppase that we srs supmpted from the obligetion
toeogaga in the eonflict -with surroundlog corruption, bacause we
haye teen buriad with Christ by baptism, alter the command smd
dxample of the Redsemer, in preforeace te follawing the pudi-
monts of this world, snd the traditions of men, Nol 3o long ae
srror is rifs in the iI.EId., ga Tomg ne the saphistry of the schools
s brought into raquisition to blubt the edge of the word of God,
and while the mists of Babyleo are wafted upon tha breezo of
popularity, and balng spvesd aver the fulr face of [‘hrlltiin[tg.,
ohacaring the glories of Lbe Bun of rightecusnees, we must
“yullant for the truth in the esrth,” contending esrnestly, for
the fuith ooca delivared to the saints, and for the erdiceness, um-
mutilated aod uopolhited by the wach of meo, as convayed to un
- through the pure word of Livice teatimany,
For the suther of the Lactures™ to whick T raply, I lave no
wther fuallngs than thase of Faipoct and klednass
Mo copstdanitiond, howaver, ean justify the pallistion of erral
mov wpologize for Iack of zoal or coursge in l.E. foaintenancs of
. the “truth = it i lo Jesus "
To conizibote stmething towards the viletories which Chrlst
- will echieve ovar the kin of derknens, thess pages werns pro-
. pared, and are now munud to vou botoken of my affectiooats
- woagard for your welfurs, necompanied with my fervent prayet,
that Lo the cause of our Master you may prove “/aithful even

unto daath.”
Rewpuctfully, your Fastor,
BAMUEL WILLIAME.
FPrevsaomom, May Tof, 1841,



PREFACE

TO THE BECOND EDITION,

No alteration 1s made in this edition, of the Reply, exoept,
that the typographical errore have been corrected, Iia posi-
tions remaining impregnable, and having proved n valuablae
aid to & number of inquirers afier duty, it i sgain tssued [oom
the press, to share in the struggle of truth against errer,
and gain additivnal wistories through the power of the am
that wields it To Him it i commended, whoss honor, aa
Lawgiver in Ziom, it vindisategand whose ordinance it aims
to restore (o primitive purity, in firm faih thet His word shall
pot zatura unlo Him void, bat shall aocomplish His pleasure,
snd proepes ip the thing whereunto He hath sent it

BEAMUEL WILLIAMS.

Prrraavgax, Feb, 15th, L1883,






REPLY

TO

LECTURES ON CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

In vain they do worship me, teaching for doetrines
the commandments of men,” is a cantion, applied by
the Baviour, to those who, under re '&icua pretensions,
practiced the inventions of men, to the neglect of the
ordinances of God; andthereby renounced the Divioe
government, and nullifed the institutions of the gos-
pel.  To this declardtion of Jesus Christ, and to the
ﬁrﬂamr part of the connectlng | ph, I shall

equently recur in the course of the following strie-
tures.

I here premise, that with almost the whole of the
first lecture I most cordially agree. With mingled
emotions of joy and ty I make the above state-
ment, considering, &8 I do, ils connection with others,
which tarnizh the beauty of its sentiments; and dee-
tm{, as I think, the sacred ordinance that conveys
emblematieslly the glorions truths therein enumerated,
I rejoice, that the worthy anthor in his first lecture,
80 IEi.]].ﬁ.:.ll}r erects the snperstructure of salvation om
the “sure foundation"' DF sovereign merey in Christ



