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CIHHAPTER T

Tur seene of our story 8 a proviece of Gerusmy which,
bt moderately peovided with railways, and atmcat seclnded
froan the bosy traffic of the prusont century, may be reganded
a8 the very pavadize of a bl :u'ia-:lm;r:u-:,r- Tt was towunds
the close of the summeer; the sunowas declioiog o the west, —
itz rays Leamed with wocking splondour full ot Fees of
the lightbaired, dull-fiead paeaot:, whe were gecnpied in
galh-_n'i::g il nusster’s gmiu, il 2tole ht':,:.'._*l:l]f Frveing Ul
Im:ij larvest-fichls ol Che sy stillness ol the ol maasion-
hipuse of Buchdorl, which Iny with its froot lookiag abroad
it tlr preen alleys ol e pack, while the windows av the
back vpened apon the spacions ill-paved court-yard sarrinded
Ly thie Berme-buillings aod opening ioto the aueient aveuns of
Lrasdins.

For wmiles around, forests, pastore-tand, ool cultured ficlds
all belonged to the Aroing estate.  Its presont posscssor was
a childless man of fifiy-five, sturdy and well buile in figure,
with a sunburned faee and blue eyes that bewmed with good
bomour,  1le troubled himselt® not as all aboae the world in
weneral, and very litthe indeed about the amaller world of his
o estates of whicl he, Kurt von Aroang, ownesl fonr,—
Ernisalul, the uul_-,' (i :itl'iu:t.lj antailod jo the male !hwr Linch-
dorl, Thaesliye, and Grasort,  Tle had taken up his abode in

Buchderf, the largest of the four, and there he lived from
I %
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year's et year's ond, content o be left o the peaceful en
Joyment of Lis arm-chuie atter a somewhat stormy expericnon
ol warriol lifie  FLe was a gevial eompanion, given to hosp-
tality, s, even where it eost him trouble, the woat beoevelent
ol meisters wd londbords.

Thus it is easy to uederstaml that thronghout the prwinm,
aml, tudeed, wherever his nawe wag koowo, Koaet von Aromyg
was un uliject of eordial sl will —although the measure of
respeet accorbod him anmong s tenantry was not immense,
Thie comtre arsand which evorvthing upon the estates revalved,
the nster whom all Ui.lli';l.'i.'l..l withoul o IITIIE, WS et yom
A, Kurt's youne conging the boy whom he lad declared

“thie hetr o all s possessions,

Biefisre we say anything aboue this covsin, let us give oue
miement's attention to the recent history of the main branch
of the Yon Ayning fawily.  For senerationz its ehiel had
wlways pecwpied its entaited property of Ermsdal, and ot
Fomily and cseate lnd aloterioeaced, wod] Kart'z facther ehanged
the whole aspece of offiies by boldly setting at nought arisao-
eratic projadices sl wmarrying a bowrgecise heiress, who added
Doeldorl, Hamsbive, apd Grsort to the family possessions,
HUF[ Wis ':.IlU EIII‘L." (lﬂl.‘ll'fil.l.!.: “I:‘ 1_.hi“ 'I.I'I'Iil:lﬂ:I Il.]l{]_ HE‘II'_I". ]li._""- T
rigre, when searcely twenty-one, he reseived from Jus fiuther
Gimzort s o woling-zift,  Here he pussed newrly twenty
years as unhappy a2 every mon wush be who wakes from o
dream of boyish pasion to find Limeelf matid with a thorenghly
mneongeninl companion. At the age of forty he returmed o
Buchdaort, o chililess wilewer, enly just in thoe to close the
eyes of the fathier whow Lo Tind tetderly loved, aud who Dad
survived his wife boe bwo short years. A the ebild of o
Lot penise mother, Kurt esuld not inlerit the worthles estate
ol Eemaal,  Thet passal (o the baby Otto von Arsine —
gl ehibd o consing whe, Jeft an aephan stoan cady aere Jad

o

bev adopted ws 30 weee by the old Lavow, und had been to
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Koart, during all his beyhool aml enly manliond, as a heother,
The wost devated affeetion bad sulssted betweon the twe
indeed, on ooe oceasion whan e Lids were huntiog togedher,
Kart owed Lis lilie to Tondwie von Arniog’s iateeptd affecrion,
When Kuort lofe Buelulort ey Lis wwrriage, Ldwiz had re-
mained there o prop aud stay to s adogtaed parents’ declining
years,—omly leaving them three years belore the old Taron’s
desthy for o residenee tn the {'JL]n]tll.], whete the Vo Areine in-
fuence procured Bim a post nnder goverunent, wpen his
marriage to the high-borm ol oeedy Augusta von Fretten,
The confinement of o eity lifiy bowever, and the prossure of
new dutics, ill snited 1 wan whose youth hid been possed
pindd the fresh oie and ]|L';'L]L]1:,' ovenpations of the eonntry.
Ludwizz vou Aruing survived Tot by o low wonths bis wilk,
who Dl disd w vear after the wardage o civing birth to the
litthe Orto, Kurta sffection and e sonthed his cousin's
last woments, Wo blow coulil nve strock e heavily (e
warm-hearted, case baron than the loss of thiz conpusion of his
yomth,  The dyiog wan’s whole thonglos was fae Lie boy O,
and Kurt glodly wrde hin g solemn promise o regand Ll as
hiz own =on, and o gee that Dis fatere wis soeh oz Delittod
their mncient noe. Thag, when Buron Waet Tound Tl a
ehildless man alone wt Tuchilor!, woll enved, as e thowght, of
all desive for maveimeny, le ool o s bome and Teart the
orphan Ottt von Arwing, who, with i ded mother's elderly
giter, Dernlindioe vos "Fretten, took up bis abode Teneath
1= Tois Tuture Twir.
lu the care Tor tlas boy the kindly, dolent widower Tl
bitherto fevnd ald the ocenpation be destred eicher Gor Lead
or For hieart,

Frinlein von Tretten wis a cuponess of o poor sl stricy

Lits consin's ol and wiis |'|:-r:'.u1'||-l3 Iy 0

order in 11 G wornan ol ahond Baron IKwet's Hie, altliongh
!uuiﬂng pele ulider 1o :-'].:u'l[-.' al” Saunltless teothe ol Lok =00l =0

l].:l.l'h'. s Lo e e i.IL 1,11rL:1'|u l.l'c'"lll‘:u ]llIII!-!I].'I.I.']i. 4I|I..|I1|'r'li' E]Ii:h ]Il.li.].'
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the white mustin bich cap of her order showedd in strong con-
trat, the wore sl endls of swowy linen aromul her largo
Ty wriats, amd the eollar above lier eoiarse woollen gown wis
off thie se waderind,  Everythine about this woman, om her
L-xlwr..-:-iqi-.'ﬂ bt usattrmeive fioe to ler 1hr|i.=p hareh voioe and
the slicht teee of haie oo ber uppoer lip, wos stiff, ungainly,
mind wnfieminine,

Fonrteen years bl possed sinee the death of Baron Kurt's
father, Tt wis, a8 we have sobd, & soonny afternoon in Angust,
and Kurt, who troublad himself not at all about seed-thoe or
harvest, wad absent wpon one of his frequent visits to the
apritad,

Tu an apartwent which epened by flding-doors upon a
ereat stone terraee overkekivge the court-yued there sat, behind
an anthpue table covers] with deeds and papers, young Otto
vou Aring, now just abont completing hiz sizteenth year,
He wondd hive been thonght much oldery in his large gray
eves there were dizceruible greont delermination and foree of
ttelloet, bt vory licde of bovish enthusiasn.  Undeveloped
ar bis fotures yer were, there was no denying theie expires.
dlon of pride; perhape ot wmwingled with s slicht decres off
yunthful artuganes,

|:'|hu1 thae table before i ]u_".' s s consin’s ||--_'|:_:er.= fuor
tlll" II:I?'L j'l.'u.k‘. 1['.' !:H.I.I]: ||.|||.|'|.'1':I.'I.|\'.|.!|| lU U’\‘UT]"EJ:{ ﬂl]li II'I'ITII_IEE‘
e, nwd was evidontly absoebed o Tds woek, for his rather
pade fwee Dad beecme glichely Aushed as he oot over the
bioks apd the columns of fizures crew rapidly boueath his
pen. Toowas a figure 6o interest the observer,—this grave
yonee fellor, wich mauly resolvo visible throuzh all the boy-
ishiness of his aze.

Huch was, doobtless, Annt Bernhoardine’s opinion g she sat
opprsite er nephew at che other eml of the roow, the inevi-
tily

o kaittingeneadles elicking o hee hosy fingers, Tor sl
blaek vyes resting from time te time with an islense mze that
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was part tenderness, paet expoctation, npon tho writer at the
talide. She had alveady wade soveral atteapis to atteact Oto’s
attention, but young Arotog esecmed quite lost te the onter
world.  He szt mociooless, exeopt for an impotient toss back
now and then of the leck of dark hair which feil toe low upon
his broad white forchead,  Deep stlence vetpned in the room,
broken :‘-n‘t&' h_1,l' thi buz:n'.'tug af the flies, the elick of the kutt-
tine-meedles, and the ;5::1';&.1,'!1?;111.1 il Oleki's pim wpon the .
The enckoo upon the old-fashioned elock in the corner liad
shrilly declared it to be soven o'elock, and Aunt Bernhardine
had remarked, “The heat bas lasted » long while to-day’ e
Otte zeemed to liave hoored ::Q'LI:]H!T', Tl Hlll.]1:|.l.']]|._|r' | rilighl-
bustle o the eourt-vand, the cautions dragging forth of o
wagon, arrestad Lis attontion.

e hastily sprang up and went out on the veranda, The
steward and several labourers were dragging a Jarge wagon
from the carringe-house,

Ot leamed over the lLalustrade of the vorands, % Wt
ara you deing there, Ilerr Waroe ¥ he called down,

The man whem be addressed was evidently anooyed by the
question ; bot he replied, * We are going out onee more, Herr
Bavon."

It is o holiday evening.”  Aud Oeto took out his Jarge
gilver wateh, the terror of every one emploged npon the estate,
for it was a2 punctual (o the winute as its master,

# Troe, Hore Baron," the scowanrd replied, swallowing his
vexation, * but old Sclider chinks we shall have a storom, and
he is weather-wise.  Inoan hour we can get o all the grain oo
the lowor meadow, and then 4

# No matter for that," Orto saad, with a shove ;4 my consin
desires that the holiday evenings should be rigidly obeerval;
:13111, 'l:-n::i-'E-':l, 15 thero not & bwoa mH]-iiJ]g 1o Doeludor?

lﬂ-ni;.rht?" And be toemed lowards Ehe [rspsanis, whe wore
:!l!jn:,‘illg thee stowards descoufiture,
j'ﬁi



