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TO HER GRACE

Tue DUCHESS or DEVONSHIRE,

Mapawm,

MAY I hope your Grace's known goodnefs will
plead in favour of the preflumption of a female,
who, though confcious of her want of merit, has
yet dared to offer the firft efforts of her pen to
Your patronage. Although perfonally unknown,
yet fhe is no firanger to the Duchefs of Devon-
fhire’s amiable difpofition : Fame, which is allowed
a general detrator, can report nothing of your
Grace but what will throw frefh luftre upon your
chara@er.  Under fuchaufpices no one will furely

b condemn
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condemn me, if I entertain fome hopes of {uccefs ;
and though St. BernarD’s Priory may not afford
your Grace any great amufement, yet it may at
fome time or other kill a few tedious minutes, if

it is poflible for your Grace to be ever unem-
ployed.

I am, with the greateft refpect,
Your Grace’s moft abedient,

and very humble Servant,

Tbe AUTHORESS.

No, 25, Dukn-Srexr, 51, Janed’s,
May 3, 1780,
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INTRODUCTION

Te the PUBLIC.

THOUGH well aware of the many obferva-
tions and criticifins to which every publication
is expofed, the authors, as well as their works,
being unknown; yet, not deterred by thefe confi-
derations, from flights of ambition, X throw my-
felf upon the candour and indulgence of a liberal
Public, and truit entirely to their generofity to pals
over lightly the imperfe&ions of a young female’s
firft literary attempt.

St. BerNarD’s Priory, fhe fears, will too plainly
fhew that there has been no other head or pen em-
ployed in it but her own. The only thing to re-

commend
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commend it is, the is apprehenfive, its novelty;
the ftory not being borrowed from any other author.
I mean not, however, to extenuate my own fail-
ings, by claiming any merit from the denouement
of the ftory; as I write only for amufement, I
hope thofe that read it will be entirely fwayed by
the fame motive, in expectation of which I pa-
tiently abide my fate.
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